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vifit from my friend Mr. Alderman 
Hayward, and Mr. Reynolds; the 
Alderman informed me that he came 
at your requeſt, to warn me againſt 
publiſhing any thing concerning the 
Corporation; and added, that you 
ſaid, © though I publiſhed nothing but 
the Tzurn, yet I might be liable to 
piniſhment ; and that I might find 
more difficulty in extricating myſelf 
from the Crown Office, than I had 
done from the Builders Company.” 


a 3 Con- 


N Friday the 2 2d of Auguſt 
| 1760, I had the favour of a 


N ; 
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iv DEDICATION. 
Conſider, Sir, that you formerly per- 


| ſuaded the ſame gentleman to adviſe 


me to ſubmit to the Corporation; 
which, if 1 had done, the impoſitions 
that have been practiſed on my Fel- 


low-Citizens and me might ſtill have 


continued. 


I am ſurprized, Sir, as neither you 
nor the Corporation knew one arti- 


cle (till now it appears) that you 


ſhould be apprehenſive there needed 


ſuch a threatening precaution. - 


If I have inſerted any thing that 
z' falſe or unjuſt, the credit of their 


ſtation and yours, and the manner 


(as. it may be. ſuppoſed) in which 


you are capable of writing, will vin 
dicate their character and yours againſt 
any thing that can be fet forth by a 


man in a common ſtation. 


But till the publiek are . 


in that point, 1 beg, dear Sir, wt 
that you will forbear threatening ; 
for as I have heard you ſay, 


the law has Iron claws, and having 
received 


« that 
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A DEDICATION * 
received ſuch ſevere gripes from the 
Corporation (under your conduct) 1 
now dread it more than ever; eſpe- 
1 cially, when a gentleman of your 
judgment in it informs me, that it 
bas a power to puniſh TRurn. 
SGodd Sir, have ſome regard to the 
credit of the City; for it will cer- 
tainly give birth to a Canterbury 
Tale, that may be handed down for 
ages, if the Magiſtrates and Recor- 
der ſhould combine together to pu- 
nniſh and make an example of plain, 
ſimple, honeſt, naked Tzurn, by put- 
ting it into the Crown-Office, which 
you repreſent as a place of terrible 
27 puniſhment, nay, even worſe than a 
Corporation proſecution. 
As moſt Dedicators have expecta- 
tions from their Patrons, I ſhall beg 
of you, Sir, to make inquiry, anc 

you will find that a great number of 
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Fellow - Subjects and Fellow-Citizens 


have within theſe three years been 
relieved from the fines and impoſi- 
tt tions 


v DEI CAT 10 N. 


tions. which were formerly pracliſed 
by the Corporation, and now, un- 1 
awed by the Magiſtrates, enjoy their 4 


right of Freedom, and purſue ſuch MW} 
meaſures for an honeſt livelihood aa 
the law intitles them to; and when 
you are fatisfied in this point, as you 
5 Recorder of the City, and ougit 
y your ſtation to encourage every 
* that tends to the good rule and 3 
overnment of it, I hope you will 


perſuade the Magiſtrates and join wi th M 
them in thanking, protecting and re- 
warding the man who has been the 3 
author of it. Fn 
I am fure, Sir, ſuch exumples hive F 
| frequently been thewn by a much 
higher Court, for publick fervices that 
have not been attended with ſo much | 
labour and expence. 
But if this, Sir, will be t too great 
an invaſion on Cus ro (which you 
have made a ſteady CokrORATION 
RuLz) I ſhall beg of you to per- 


fuade them to return me the four 
pounds 


DE DICATIO N. vii 
pounds they ordered me to pay in the 
Court-Hall for toleration to follow 
my trade, after I had purchaſed my 
Freedom; and to reimburſe me the 
expence they put me to in defending 
my right: then, Sir, as I have always 
been your friend and wellwiſher, I 


may perhaps ſubſcribe myſelf _ 
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Your humble Servant, 
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by the great number of capable men who 


T H E 


PROCEEDINGS. 


OF THE 


CORPORATION, Ge. 


* HEN this Corporation was firſt 
inſtituted and the Magiſtrates in- 


v * veſted with ſo great a power, it 
may be ſuppoſed that men of the moſt emi- 


nent virtues and fortunes were appointed to 


maintain the property of the Citizens, and 
diſpenſe Juſtice according to law and their 
Charter; and whilſt that power was ma- 


naged to the general good and advantage 


of thoſe it was deſigned for, no doubt men 
of ſenſe and probity were fond of having 
a ſhare in the Government; but when a 
gradual ſucceſſion admitted a ſuperior num- 


ber of a different ſort ſufficient to gain a 


majority on every little occaſion ; ſuch men 
as before were fond of the office. became 
aſhamed of being ranked in the number. 
This I apprehend to be the preſent caſe, 


have 


| - (2) 3 
| | have refuſed to appear in our Corporation x _ 
i and ſo great has been their diſlike, that near 3 
i the number of forty. within a few years 
0 haue paid their fines to avoid the name of RF 
ALDERMAN or COMMONER. By this 
[| | means. the government and treaſure of the 
| City may fall into the hands of ſuch men 
i as may be incapable ef paying the fines; 
BM the conſequence of which may be, a con- 
0 verſion both of power and money, more too 
ö their own private advantage than the gene 
Wo ral good for which they were deſigned. . 7 
Ir has generally been thought a prudent 
|; —_ policy Government to appoint the. moſt T7 
| wealthy (if otherwiſe qualified) t6 the prin = 
_ cipal offices in publick affairs, as their for- 
tunes ſet them above the temptations that 
ö indigent men frequently fubmit to, and 
i their own properties deter them from pro- 
. poſing any laws that thay prove prejudicial 
or a burden to them and their poſterity ; 
and fince ſuch men have been driven from 
our Corporation, it is the duty of every 
Citizen who has been injured by it to ex- 
poſe the practices which have chieffy been 
the cauſe, and endeavour to rouſe an emu- 
lation in his Fellow-Citizens to withftand 
every Impoſition; this perhaps for 'the fu- 
ture fuch attempts tniy prevent, and be a 
means of reſtoring the credit of our Cor- 
poration, r 


we 


I SHALL therefore lay down the pro- 
ceedings againſt me in ſo juſt a manner, 
that I am confident no attempt will be 
made to contradict any material part of 
what I aſſert; nor can it be imagined that 
I ſhould preſume to do otherwiſe, being an 
inhabitant among the people whoſe credit 
it concerns, and while ſo many are living 
witneſſes of every tranſaction: and as the 
ſequel will ſhew the ſucceſs of their pro- 
ceedings, I ſhall lay down the plan on 
which they were founded. 


Tux Magiſtrates have mack it a cuſtom 
here, to oblige a Citizen, after he has pur- 
chaſed his Freedom, to pay four pounds to 
the dealers in the fame wares for toleration 
to follow his buſineſs; and if the purchaſer 
does not meet with ſucceſs in his trade and 
tries at any thing elſe, he muſt pay four 

nds more : for inſtance, if a Carpenter, 


who has paid to that Company, puts his 


wife in a little way of dealing in chandlery 


ware, with the addition of thread, tape, 


| buckles, buttons, and ſuch articles as are 


cuſtomary in many ſmall ſhops, he muſt 
pay four pounds to the Grocers, four pounds 
to the Haberdaſhers, and four peunds to 
the Smiths, beſides quarterly payments to 
each of the fraternities: thus every motion 
a man makes for- a livelihood, he muſt 


* with a thorn of this kind; and fo 


A 2 ſtrenuous 


1 
ſtrenuous are the Magiſtrates in ſupport f 
this cuſtom, that a Freeman's poor widow 
dare not expoſe the leaſt trifle to fale with- 
out paying tribute, or muſt live in fear of 
having her goods taken out of her ſhop: 
even a man who by birth or ſervice is in- 
titled to his freedom and being indigent is 
obliged to wait till the approach of an 
election for Members of Parliament fur- 
niſhes him with a Guinea to take out his 
copy, is then debarr'd from following his 
trade till he has paid Toleration-Money, 
and muſt perhaps continue all his life in a 
ftate of journey-work. An induſtrious 
man who may never have it in his power 
to lay down a ſum of money, may have 
credit for materials, and from ſuch begin- 
nings many have. made a reputable figure 
in trade; but by this cruel practice they 
are debarred from every advantage of that 
kind, and the very name of freedom de- 
ſtroyed by thoſe men who are ſworn to 
ſupport it; the wiſe planners and ſup- 
er of theſe ſchemes have no doubt 

ound their own account in it, for by cut- 
ting off thoſe ſmall branches of trade, they 
have chiefly monopolized it to themſelves, 
without any regard to the right of Free- 
dom or the injury they have done the City 
in general; for as the purchace of the Free- 
dom is twenty pounds and attended with 
ſo many other expences; people of ſmall 
5 fuortunes 


(5) | 
fortunes who chooſe to deal in ſeveral ar- 
ticles, have ſettled themſelves without the 
city gates; and C—b—y which was for- 
merly ſo great a mart, has now conſide- 
rably loſt its trade, and the money which 
uſed to center here, is now divided in the 
ſeveral villages round it. Indeed our nu- 
merous decayed buildings are ſufficient evi- 
dences of the decay of our trade ; for Cities 
like Kingdoms muſt rife or fall in propor- 
tion as they are well or ill governed. 

CoRPORATION frauds are generally ex- 
torted under the pretended ſanction of 
Charter or antient Cuſtom. It is moſt cer- 


tain that Charters were deſigned to grant 


peculiar privileges to the Citizens, not for 
Magiſtrates who are appointed the guar- 
dians of the people, to keep us in a ſtate 
of ſlavery till we pay for redemption, and 
preſume a power of levying taxes on his 


Majeſty's ſubjects independent of King 
and Parliament, having neither Charter 


nor Law to ſupport their demand : and 
as to Cuſtom, it is eaſy for men in au- 
thority to propagate bad ones; for by fall - 


ing ſeparately on each purchaſer, with 


threats of expenſive ſuits and proſecutions, 
and doing them the utmoſt injury in trade, 
it is no wonder they have graced their an- 
nals with ſuch a Cuſtom. Though every 


man who has paid theſe Toleration-Fines 


has paid the money with as much reluc- 
8 e tance 


N 
tance as an honeſt debtor enters a priſon; 
yet when they have paid their garniſh they 
cry out for Cuſtom, and ſtand ready to 
ſtrip the next that enters; and if any per- 
fon refuſes to pay, the whole fraternity are 
up in arms, and march in a body to de- 
mand aſſiſtance of their allies the Mayor 
and Aldermen. Theſe are powerful forces 
for a ſingle man to contend with. On my 
giving defiance to this antient Cuſtom, the 
whole army was drawn up againſt me, the 
united forces of the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commoners, and the antient and honour- 
able company of Builders; the right wing 
commanded by Antient Charter and the left 
by General Cuſtom ; but on reconnoitring 
the enemy, I found them very badly diſ- 
poſed, and unſuſtained by law or juſtice ; 
which gave me ſuch a powerful aſcendant 
over them, that I maintained the war ſeve- 
ral years; and without the aſſiſtance of 
ſubſidies, auxiliaries, reinforcement, deſer- 
tion from the enemy, or any kind of aſſiſt- 
ance, 1 gained every battle, and fairly beat 
the enemy out of the field; and as his 
Pruſſian Majeſty cannot as yet boaſt of ſuch 
unparalleled conqueſts, I hope all neighbour- 
ing Princes will pay due honour, and deem 
me the greater Hero of the two. I muſt 
confeſs I received wounds and bruiſes in 
every battle, but having had a reſpite of 


near three years, and being naturally of a 
good 


good conſtitution, I am now as ſound as" 4 
2 Roach, and ready for the field again; and 
being confident that the enemy are again 
aſſembling their forces, I am determined to 


follow the example of ſome great Princes, 


and fall upon them before they are full 


prepared: and as it is cuſtomary for bot 
parties to perfuade the world of the juſtice 
of their proceedings, before I publiſh my 


7 Manifeſto I hall give a narration of the laſt 
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In the year 1745, T purchaſed my Free- 
dom of this City, and received a certificate 


from the Chamberlain, which ſpecified the 


full franchiſes and liberties thereof: a few 


weeks after the Chamberlain ſent for and 
> acquainted me that he was maſter of the 
Builders Company, and J muſt pay to him 
four pounds for their uſe. I anſwered, that 
being a Cabinet-maker I had no connexion 


with the Builders Company, being only a 
EFurniſber of houſes; that Upholſterers, 
who were likewiſe Furniſbers, were exempt. 
from any other expence than the City Pur- 
Chace; and hoped i that I might enjoy my 
1 Freedom on the ſame terms that they and 
ſome other trades did; nor could there be 
a precedent for it, I being the firſt that 
took up a certificate in this City in the 
ſtile of Cabinet-maker ; but he inſiſted 
chere was a ſtrong Charter which gave a 
power to ſeize my goods, which would be 
e x - : done 


1 
done if I diſputed. I told him 1 thought 
it a little ſevere he did not acquaint me 


with this additional e _— beforehand; 


and requeſted to ſee the charter which 
gave him a power to make ſuch an extra- 
ordinary demand after I had paid for my 
Freedom; but that he ſaid he never did, 


nor would he break Cuſtom ; and deſired 


me to conſider the conſequence of ſtanding 
in contempt of the Corporation. From this 
time for ſeveral weeks after, I was fre- 
quently inſulted by the officers of the Com- 
pany, who in the rudeſt manner threatened 
to ſeize my goods, declaring every time 
they came, that it was the laſt indulgence 
they would grant. After bearing this treat- 
ment till my patience was tired, and fearing 
that my neighbours might imagine it was 
a demand of a different kind, for which 1 
was thus inſulted; I waited on the Cham- 
berlain and told him, if he would ſhew the 
power that authorized his demand, or make 
me acquainted with any ſort of advantage 
I might receive adequate to the money, I 
was willing to pay; but No; ſue or diſtrain 
was the word. I then determined to rely 


on tlie Mayor, Aldermen and Commoners, 


and drew up a petition in that humble re- 


ſpectful manner which worthy good Ma- 


Same ought to be addreſſed in, (for ſuch 
I then thought they were) ſetting forth the 


repſons. from which I ſurmiſed the demand. 


illegal ; 


S 4 * —— 


—_— 


(9) 1 
Ulegal, and praying them, as I was under 
their cee ds to ſcreen me from every 
impoſition. Whether they made any in- 
wry about the legality of the demand may 
£ queſtioned; but this is certain that they 


ordered me to pay four pounds, which was 


paid before the Mayor and Aldermen in 


the Court-Hall, with this aggravation, that 


being an 1riþman I was charged fifty ſhil- 
lings more than an Engliſoman, being deem 
ed a Foreigner though then a Freeman of 


. * 


the City. ' 1 6 


Next quarterly meeting I appeared a- 
mong my brother Builders, ſhook hands 
all round, and very glad were they to ſee 
ſuch a worthy member: they then ſhewed 
me a book with a liſt of the members 
names, ,and acquainted- me that it was cu- 
ſtomary for every Member to write his 
name there. To this I complied, without 

the, leaſt ſuſpicion; nor did they, I moſt 
ſolemnly declare, acquaint me that there 
was any, inſtrument annexed to it, by which 


I boupd myſelf to be obedient to their 
rules and laws; and this was the method 
they took to trepan each Member for fear of 
deſertion, and to this deception the * Cham- 
berlain being maſter was a witneſs, Sign- 
ing my name was the foundation of the 


law ſuit, , againſt which I give my Fellow- 


Citizens fair caution for the future. Next 


Alderman 7 —3 was then Chamberlain. 
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chey der me that I muſt attend- quar- 
terly. and pay fo much, or on neglect ria 
pay y doii ble; that I mult Pay ſo much 

arter for each journeyman T employed, : 
|| Bi very reaſonable ſaid they, for the mo 
buſineſs a man "has, the better he is able 
to ſupport the Company. To all this {know 
ing them to be a ſet of very Honieſt fel- 
lows) 1 comply d; and fo we went on very 
lovin gly for four or five years, in which 
time I diſcovered tlle -uſe of the' Compan) 
and-the uſe they made of the money 3 t 
order an ant of which J Hall fairly 
relate, allowing 4 little levity in the de- 
ſcription, being a wett Which cannot be 
treated ferioully by 1 1 who has been a 
witneſs 8 | 

There was 4 Maſter, two W dest Ai 
ten wiſe, orderly, ſober, diſcreet Membets, 
which are called the Counſel of the Houſe, 
and ſuch fine, orderly, © diſcreet men were 
they, that though the Company. did not 
confi ſt of above ſeventy oy ney them 
from, 'tis a quay. whether ſuch another 


draft could be made from ſeventy thoufand; 


and as weighty affairs' frequently obliged the 


Maſter and his Counſellors to meet at the 
tavern, 'to conſult the general good of the 


Company, f it was reaſonable the reckoning 
ſhould come from *the publick ſtock. * A 
Few days before the grand annual feaſt, it 


Was incumbent c on 1 theſe gentlemen to meet 


5 0 ke . 


C22) - 


Fa > £8 @a® 


F four or free in the morning 1 5 they 
could os the entertainment. On the 
feaſt day. they met at the Maſter's houſe, 
where they were entertained with bread and 
cheeſe and ſtrong, beer, which frequently 
OE ſuch an. effect on their limbs, as inter- 
ed With that nice order, which ſhould 
Ge been abſerved in ranks, when the 
rand Maſter marched them to hear a ſer» 
— on that ſolemn occaſion : after ſermon 
to the tayern for a Whet, to keep their ſpi- 
rits up till dinner and indeed to do them 
Juſtice, there was wine in plenty, for being 
men very nice in party affairs, they ànnu- 
ally begg d two or three dozen of wine of 
the Members of Parliament to keep them- 
ſelyes free from bribery.and corruption: but 
when the tables were ſpread and all the 
Company, ſeated; ſuch a fight | — There 
Was — — right worſhipful the Mayor, his 
worſhip, the Chamberlain, his worſhip the 
ma the Town Serjeants Waiting; 
d to ſee ſuch decency and moderation 
through. the whole Company would have 
Rasch d one. There Was not a man be- 
hayer as Jacl Hide did among the Leather- 
ſellers, with two or three plates full of 


victuals before him, for fear What he liked 
1 ſhould 


— — = 


— TRL Inga warn = 
Jo" mag wm — ere CP; 
een Lathe — 2 — —— — eg” . Bun — — 


— — — 


— 


—— 9 — 2 — 
l 


— — — > 


Moree rem 
c ˖ꝙ%＋«* ð« ,n — 


P — of 


rm 


— — — 


— 


( 12 5 
Gould be devoured, with a- great tumbler 
of punch to waſh down every 1 — mouth- 


ful, darting his fork into every fowl or joint 
within reach, that made it dangerous to ſit 
within four human breadths* of him. No 
ſuch doings here, I aſſure you; here was 
the hi gheſt order, complaiſance and good 
mannes that could be obſerved on ſo puh 
lick an occaſion: Good Mr. Mayor, ſhall 1 
help your worſhip to this wing? yourtelf, 
good Mr. Recorder; and ſo it went on 
through both courſes.” After dinner his 
Majeſty's health with a loud huzza; and 
indeed our Corporation are ſo very loyal at 

publick feaſts, that they would have every 

rarich of the Royal Family, man, woman 
and child, toaſted in full a : but that 


was never done fave once, becauſe huzzaing 


ſo much after every bumper made their heads 
ake. Then we had the Knights of the 
Shire, our Repreſentatives in Parliament in 


their own, wine: then, Mr. Mayor, your 


worſhip': s health, Mr. Recorder, yours; and 
fo füll were all the Company of good wiſhes 
to each other, that nothing but your health 
and your” health wenk round for three or 
four hours. While the rip wr was at 
dinner, the Officers were, a good men 
ought, taking” care of their families, ſend- 
ing home pig, Fowl, wine; and ſuch thin 


45, if laid on, might have diſconcerted t 
oder 
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Z order of the table . Towards evening: 


when they were all properly prepared for 


buſineſs, the Maſter, Wardens and Coun- 
ſellors withdrew into a grand apartment in 
the tavern provided for that purpoſe: there 


were they all ſeated in regular order accord- 


g 5 ing to their offices and ſeniority, and being 


grand feſtival and all robed in their beſt, 


nan awful aſſembly. To this grand tribunal 


= crimes and miſdemeanors; fuch delinquents 


- they made à moſt ſplendid appearance: for 

my part I never approached them without 
> feeling that tremor which is natural to every 
mo deſt man that ſtands in-prefence of ſuch 


all offending mortal members of the Coni⸗ 
pany were fummoned, to anſwer for high 


and ſuch as had given in a falſe liſt of their 


journeymen with an intent; to defraud the 
publick, had ſuch pathetick orationb made 
them, as moved many a ſhilling out of their 
pockets. There were they obliged to ſtand 
and hear the Maſter . and his Counſellors 
dieſcant on the utility of laws: if there 
was no law there would be no living: if 
the ſtatute las which were made for the 
general good of the nation muſt be obeyed. 
« fo muſt likewiſe all by-laws which are 
* made by the Maſter and his Counſellors 
for the good of this our Body Politick;“ 
and as their: laws were gentle, juſt, and 
5 „„ 1 
* Cuſtom for the Officers to ſend home wine and victuals. 


— — — — - — 
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merciful it Was adſolutely,,necefſaty to to put 
them in execution; and in delivering, 
ſentiments they uſed ſuch eaſy language; 
that the point was always gained by mire 

dint of eloquence. Fhe next thing was o 
make ſtrict ſearch after ſuch Wretches as 
could find time to attend dinner and: Bet | 


appear at church to hear good ſermon: 2 
this: was deemed! ns —— grime: for 
Je& could be; gui & as lore: g, 
men have — pry 3 they — 75 


1 maſt wines: theſe; devout! man werte fant 
= flamed ein the offenden that they would 
all riſe up together and deliver their ſenti⸗ 
1 ments in ſuch an elevated ſtile as ſtunnad, 
| confounded, and brought the ſinner ta fe? 
pentance; but-as that power in this als © 
1s :equal t the Pope s, fliey always 2 | 3 ip 
abſolution for Shilling . After * 
#hcough this —— they again jdin 
company for ſomd hours to refreſſi themy 
lelves, and ithien attended the new 
officer home, where, after drinking a bum: 
or two of Brandy or Rum, 16 no ale+ 
— was up to interrupt them, if able to 
Walk, they gat home in th beſt manner 
they coul. Being a witneſs of | ſeveral of 
thels: — it incieaſed my aſtoniſhmerrt 
that the Magiſtrates ſhould ſo ſtrenuauſſy 
ſupport ſuch atuſeleſs and prejudicial .ſet of 
people in thus -Jqueezing. aut. the vitals af 


| every 
. 4 — always to pay 4 ſhilling. for not going. 
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other motive than the: ſhare they had in 
rice Map 2nd as 1 i ſaw any 
kind. of bulineſs done but receiving. — 
ſpending of money, I reſolved if poiible. to 
break up the gang. 

Next meeting, 1 acquainted the Maſter 


"I that I was determined no lon ger to pay an 
implicit obedience to him and his Counſel - 


lors; and requeſted that the laws of the 


9 Company might be read, and the account 


paſſed in publick, that I might know what 
money was received and how expended, and 
what right they had to demand of me ſa 
much more than many others paid; which 
if not complied” with, I would withdraw 
from the Company. Noz ſad he; the laws 
and the diſpoſal of the money are intruſted 
in the hands of Me and my Counſellors, 
we never ſhew them to any common meme 


$ bers; but if you behave as a good member 


ought, you may ſoon be a beadle, and gra- 


dually aſcend to be one of the Council. 


This to be ſure was a great temptation, but 
my reſolution got the better of my ambip 
tion, ſo we parted for four or five years; 
during which time I had many threats from 
the Chamberlain of ſeizing my goods, or 

entering an expenſive 'proſecution . 
me; which he never attempted, well know- 
ing the ſtrength of his cauſe, and having a 


little before that involved the city in an 


expenſive 
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expenſive and unſucceſsful law-fuit,- which 
run them in debt and abridged them of 
many a comfortable evening. My example 
was followed by many other Members, and 
the Chamberlain reſigning his command in 
the Company, was N by another 
— Hes 

This gentleman on his. acceſfion. found 
that by the deſertion of fo many Members 
the finances ran fo low,. that: they were 


_ obliged at their meetings in Council to 


ſpend their own money; and as this threa- 
tened deſtruction to the Company, it was 
requiſite to ſtrike a vigorous blow, and as 


Roc was the firſt aggreſſor he ſhould be 


made the firſt example, AccordinglyI was 
ſummoned by the new. Maſter to anſwer | 
neglect of duty, and pay arrears. I ap- 
peared, and urged my former demand in 


ſeeing what they called their Charter; that 


when ſatisfied it had a lawful ſanction I 
would pay every thing it authorized, them 
to receive. He anſwered as the. former 
Maſter did, that the Charter was intruſted 
to Him and his Counſellors,. and as they 
never had ſhewn them to any common 
Member, they never would; that they had 
a power to levy fines, and could prove Cuſtom 
for it; that i had ſigned my name to be 


obedient to their 1 and obedient to 
them I thould be if I continued in ſthe City. 


1 _ not help expreſſing my reſentment 
at 


56ꝗß 1; A -; xx ane, 2 a 


+ It 


FEE 


* 


WWW N ft. 
at A repetition of the abuſe formerly prac- 


tlſtd on me; I told him, he knew I never 


(eard” the laws read, nor did I know I had 
ſigned to any, nor could I at that time ſuſ- 
pect a Magiſtrate would take ſo baſe a me- 


FA? 


1 . . && . FIRE 
tho to trepan a Citizen into an obligation; 
and as to Cuſtom, a highwayman, from a 


7 E:% 


ſcries of ſucceſs, might as juſtly plead a 


mods; and requeſted. to be ſatisfied in ſee- 
ing to what 1 had figned. I might be ſa- 


tisfied in that point, he ſaid, if my curio- 


ſity led me ſo far; but it ſhould coſt me a 
hundred pounds to. fee it before a Judge. 


Even at* that expence, faid I, I will ſee ity 


Tur Maſter and his Council had many 
debates which way they ſhould make a 


before I pay a ſhilling ; and fo we parted. ; 


thorqugh example of me: ſome were for 


ſeizing my goods, being confident the Cor- 


poration would ſtand by them; but on a. 


mature deliberation they wiſely conſidered, | 
* that in a number of, Counſellors there is 


« ſafety". and added one to their number 
by going to Mr. K—— the Recorder; who 


* 


would not adviſe ſeizing my goods, but the 


law, he ſaid, was open; which was well 
judged of him. They ſoon after waited on 


the Corporation in Council aſſembled, and 
the Maſter, being an Alderman, acquainted 


his brethren, that he had been with the 
Recorder, and ſhewed him their Charter, 
their By-Laws, and all their Powers; and 

„„ c 


1 — 
— —— —— — — gy 


pj 1 


2 


* 2 Cane 2 * TX * „ 
Lr eee Ra TEE 
— 8 r 


— 


— 


— _ _ 
> . — 
333 \ 4 — —— 
eee 3 ee N 8. 2. — — 
324 4 "yy 


GA ER ATT 
—— En ET 


ti — 


r OEIES 


N 


ccc OO AE TY OE UBER FRERxMNENAMCKMA©EACSW"WX_MCCCREIR mer 


at, 
= AA 6; 


FFP ͤ oe Vm io Ce 


— nd 


A 


— WII ri — es — 


4 8 . 
that He faid they were as good and as ſtrong, 


and as ftrong and as good as —— I don't 
remember tl E fimile, but to be ſure it was 
ſomething very. good and very ſtrong ; and 
ſued I muſt be in the name of the Corpo- 
ration. To this the Corporation immedi- 


ately conſented, withou uf ſending for me, or 
inquiring' whether I had any reaſonable ob- 


Jections and an ordet for eee pro- 


ſecution was entered in the City Book. 

I am now opening a ſcene which was 
acted by the Mayor, Aldermen and Com- 
moners, and the other Gentleman whoſe 
judgment they ſo much rely on; and 
though theſe gentlemen have purſued me 
for Fich a debt, I can, with confidence, 
ſay, * that I never had a juſt demand made 
on me, but what I have anſwered with as 

much honour, as any Worſhip in this City; 
and during a reſidence of many years here, 
have lived as free from all kind of conten- 


tion as moſt men, except what has regarded 
this Corporation and Company, and the 


national reflections that have attended it. As 
this can be no additional honour to me 
where I am known, nor advantage where TI 
am not, I mention it only to ſhew the dan- 
gerous conſequences of Corporation Govern- 
ment, when it falls into the hands of weak or 

wicked men ; for theſe Gentlemen immedi- 
ately on the application, (as I before ob- 


ſerved) without ſending for me or enquiring 


I had any reaſonable objections to 
payment, 


— 


E 
payment, entered an order in the City Book 
for immediate proſecution. Vo, 

Tuvs was I delivered up into the moſt 
merciful hands of the Builders; but then 
they ſeemed a little perplexed, and knew 
not which way to proceed; for Mr. Tek 
the Town-Clerk, being Clerk to the Com- 


pany, could not'be prevailed on to find out 


a By-Law amongſt all their Laws, to bring 
the debt to forty ſhillings ; and the act for 
the Court of Requeſts in this City preven- 


ted their commencing a proſecution in any 


other Court for a leſs ſum. This cauſed 
ſeveral meetings, and as Mr. Tekin was an 
Attorney, he was deem'd a d—d queer fel- 
low to ſtand ſhilly ſhally and not under- 
take a law-ſuit: d—n it, ſaid they, we may 
as well take the action out for five pounds 


as for five ſhillings, we have got the Mayor 
and Corporation to ſtand by us, and there 


are ſeventy of us; we can raiſe four or five 


Guineas apiece ; what man can ſtand againſt 
us! But theſe arguments were not ſuffici- 
ent for Mr. 7e#in; as he knew they had 
no lawful claim, he would not undertake 


the cauſe : and happy it would have been 
for me, if every Lawyer in and about the 
City had been poſſeſſed of the fame know- 
ledge and principles. 2 

In the mean time I ſent a petition to 
the corporation, complaining of their ſeve- 
rity in granting an order for proſecution 
Tn. C 2 without 


( 20 ) 


Without knowing my objections to pay- 


ment; ſetting forth the hardſhips a fingle 
man lay under in defending his property 
againſt a multitude ; and that as they had, a 


power to grant f ſuch an order, they had, a 
power to inquire into the —— of the 


demand ; and requeſted that they would or- 
der the Laws and Books of the Company 


before them, and give me a fair hearin FO or 


revoke the order. This requeſt cou 


no means be complied with, for as chere | 
Sers feveral Maſters and Counſellors in the 


oration, an examination of this kind 


| katy. 0 make a grand page 7 ol. and prove A 


anies; ſo 


deſtructive precedent to all 


they ſeemed offended at being inſtructed (as 
they called it) in their duty, and dibegardea 


the petition. 
Tux twenty-ſecond day of February iy 62, 227 
b 


T had a Summons left at my houſe at e 
 oclock in the evening, to attend the Court 


of Requeſts next morning; there the 1 


or, Alderman Watts, and ſeveral of t 
Corporation, appeared to give judgment i in 


their own cauſe; and, to mend the matter, 
the Maſter of the Company, being an Al- 


derman, took out the action in his own 
name inſtead of the Corporation s. Theſe 


blunders they were entirely ignorant of: but 


as I did not appear, and on inquiry finding 


the ſummons was not delivered to me, but 


left ſo late the evening before at my houſe, 


they 
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on my goods, or to ſeize my perſon, ſo in- 
dulged me till the next Court-day ; when 


on receiving a proper ſummons I appeared, 
and knowing they had a pernicious illegal 


inſtrument ready to produce, and judging 


they would do it, I was at the expence of a 


Guinea for the attendance of Counſellor 
Mills (who had ſeen it) to blow up their 
frauds in,open Court; but, on his appear- 


| ance, they moved the Court for a month's 


reſpite to be provided with counſel ; which 
was readily granted, and there it ended. 
Tux now became the jeſt of the whole 
City, for bringing their action in this Court, 
where no Citizen could fit as a Commiſ- 
fioner, being a Corporation action. 
Tu Members now began to fall off 
from the Company very faſt, and the Ma- 
ſter and his Counſellors laid the fault in- 
tirely on Mr. Jebin; for had he been a man 
of ſpirit they would have gone another way 
to work; but he intirely waſhed his hands 
of them, and quitted the Clerkſhip of the 
Company. They then choſe Mr. Balder- 


ſon, Attorney, for their Clerk, and things 
went on better to their liking ; he by their 
direction (I ſuppoſe) drew up a bill by 


which I was made debtor to the Company 
64. 13 5 3 d. This bill was delivered by 
Mr. John Fagger, Plumber, then Warden, 
and Mr. Ba/der/on attended to ſee the money 
| : | paid. 
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paid. On reading the bill I acquainted the 
gentlemen with my ſurprize at ſeeing the 


debt increaſe ſo faſt, as but a few weeks 
ſince they allowed it under forty ſhillings 
by bringing it to the Court of Requeſts. 
He anſwered me, that the Company did not 
then know how at their power was ; 
that on ſearching their Records fince, they 
found a By-Law which gave them a power 
for the demand in the bill; with which if 

I did not comply, he muſt obey orders and 
enter an action for it. I begged a few days 
to conſider of it, which were granted. This 
bill I ſent the next Court-day in a petition 


to the Corporation, ſhewing the bad con- 


ſequence of lending their authority to a ſet 
of men who aſſumed a power beyond regal, 
in preſuming to levy ſuch fines on his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects, and in refuſing to ſhew the 
Law or Power that authorized their de- 
mand; and J requeſted once more, as they 
would not ſuffer me to ſee the Laws, that 
they would make an examination into the 
legality of this laſt demand, or revoke the 
Order. Alderman Hayward (then May- 
or) a man of good ſenſe, who ſpeaks well 
on moſt occaſions, urged every reaſon that 
was requiſite in regard both to the honour 
of the Corporation and the intereſt of the 
Citizens, to make a thorough examination; 
and was well ſeconded by Mr. Reyno/ds, then 
Sheriff, a very capable man; but what * 
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ſaid was little regarded, for the general cry 
was, „what have we to do with him and 
« the Company? the law 1s open, let him 
« comply with Cuſtom, or fight it out. 
Finding no redreſs, I remained determined to 
ſtand the iſſue. Mr. Balder ſon came to me 
again to demand payment; on which I ac- 
quainted him with my reſolution of de- 
ending the action; but heard no more 
from him, for he ſoon after quitted his 
Clerkſhip; nor did I hear any more of 
them for near a year; at which time Mr. 
Greenland, Attorney was their Clerk, and 
he in looking over their Laws, Records, Sc. 
found there was a miſtake in their former 


bill, and delivered me a new one amount- 
ing to 2/. 15. 44. this was an extraordi- 
nary abatement of the former; but I told 
N 1 him I ſhould conſider of it before I paid it. 


_ Havins had ſuch bad ſucceſs with peti- 
tions, I went to the Hall next Court-day, 


and begged admittance; which being 
granted, I entered, and ſaw them ſeated 
in a formal manner, with the Sword of Ju- 
ſtice before them. On recollecting the 


abuſe I had received, I declare I trembled 
for fear I ſhould be provoked to ſay any 
thing that might put me in the power of 
ſuch a ſet of Magiſtrates. I began my ap- 
plication by acquainting the Court that 
they knew the firſt demand the Company 
made on me was under forty ſhillings by 


their 
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their bringing it into the Court of. Re- 
queſts; ; I ſhewed the bill ſent me imme 


diately: after of 61. 154 3 d. reminding 


them of. my ſending that bill with a peti- 
tion; and of the requeſts I made concern 


ing an examination. I then produced the 


aft bill of 2 J. 1 5. 4 d. which proved, if I 
had complied with the former, that I ſhould 
have paid near five pounds in my wrong. 
I then complained of their ſeverity in lea- 
ving me thus expoſed to a ſet of men who 
did not make it a rule to demand only what 
they had a right to, but what they could 
get by demanding, under their protection 3 
and required once more that they would 
order them to produce their Laws and 
Beoks, and make an examination, or eraze - 


the order. One ſaid it was a ſtrange thing 
a man ſhould diſpute about ſuch a trifle ; 


another ſaid every man ſhould comply with 


Cuſtom, what have we to do with it ? Eſq; 
Tulput, Mayor and Baker, was fo inſenſi- 
ble of the 3 before him, that he ſaid 
it was ſtrange a man ſhould make ſuch a 
noiſe about ſix pence a quarter. Alderman 
Hayward | aſked the Alderman that was 
Maſter, whether he could not trump up 
By-Laws to anſwer all his different bills? 
and as Mr, Roch had ſo many different de- 
mands made on him, what reaſonable ob- 
jection he could make to ſhewing the By- 
laws under which he made the preſent de- 

| mand ? 
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mand? and deſired to know in what ma- 
ner he had ſatisfied himſelf that their de- 
mand was juſt. Alderman, ſaid he, the 
Charter is int Latin, which I do not under- 
ſtand; but Mr. Green/and our Clerk, who 
underſtands Latin, ſays it 1s exact to a far- 
thing; and as the Charters are delivered 
into my hands, none ſhall ſee them but whom 

J pleaſe: At laſt it was agreed that I might 
ſee the Charter, befote the Recorder him- 
Telf and his Clerk, and have the Recorder's 
opinion on it. It may be judged what an 
indulgence this was! as the Recorder was 
Counſel to the Company, they having been 
many times with him on the occaſion ; but 
having no other opportunity to ſee it, I 
conſented. We met at the Recorder's houſe, 
Who received us with his uſual politenefs, and 
after being ſatisfied that it was by conſent 
of the Corporatiori, the Charter was fpread 
on the table. I began to look for the Royal 
Name and Seal that authorized it, but 
could diſcover neither, and this Latin Char- 
ter was in plain Engliſßh; but as it was 
wrote in an antique Court-hand, there may 
be ſome allowance for ſuch a miſtake in an 

Alderman. The Recorder did not offer 
to read it himfelf, nor order his Clerk to 
read it, but left that office to Mr. Green 
land, who had not proceeded far before I 


1 ſuſpected by His connections that fome things 


wiere omitted, and then I ſcrutinized what 


(2 


be- had read, and found juſt - reaſon... for 


my not being fatisfied with his  procecd- 


ings. After this wie went through the 
whole, and as this was the inſtrument 
en which they founded their gt, I. was 
fully convinced of the wrongs they ha 
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ne: it was only 
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* times in the year (at leaſt) and oftner, 
if need he, ſummon P 
“ meeting for a due examination pf 

execution of thoſe orders; and the May- 
6e or and Aldermen were annually to inſpęct 
into the proceedings of the Comp 
46 to hear jagd. determine all diſputes that 


4 might ariſe among the Members, and 
<< receive half the fines they collected for he 


. general aſe of the City. No obligation 


<< on any man to enter, nor none on | 


to admit). but whom they Pleaſed. No 
= 9 8 quarterly 


* 


TTC ³˙—ꝛm ẽd!lNʃ t 


2 
7 


were to be admitted for thirty — 


ALY 627 : 
4 qüarterly payments for any Member that 


attended; nor any expence for employ- 
« ing Journeymen; every man who was 
« Free by birth or ſervitude was to be ad- 
#« mitted for half a crown; but theſe gen- 


ee-attend 


tlemen latterly have extorted thirty ſhil- 


lings: they who purchaſed their Freedoms 


from ſuch they have extorted four pounds, 


deeming them foreigners: and ſuch abomina- 


ble impoſitions appeared through the whole, 
as might ſufficiently plead an excuſe for 
their concealing what they called their Char- 
ter. I compared the ſeveral articles with my 


bill, and miſtakes were allowed. I then 


told the Recorder that I imagined on bal- 


lance the Company was indebted: to me, 


by extorting the ſum of four pounds, deem- 


Ing me a Foreigner. I aſk'd him whether 
the law deemed me ſach being a native of 


Treland, and at that time a Freeman of the 


City? He made no anſwer; but roſe up and 


brought a Law Book from which he read 
ſeveral Acts of Parliament (made if I re- 


member right, in the reign of Henry VII.) 


which Laws laid the natives of Treland un- 
der ſuch ſevere reſtrictions, that I imagined 
he meant to perſuade me, that I was in- 


FP ” 


dulged in being permitted to continue in the 


City: 1 told him I did not inquire after 


Obſolete laws, but wanted to know my pre- 


"feat privileges. He gravely faid (having a 
1 D 2 good 5 
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good memory) FE you are no E 
«That, I ſaid, I juſt now told you : Fand this 


is all I could get from him; but he indeed 5 
got half a Guinea of me, though it was 


by appointment of the Corporation that .I 
attended him; and he had received ſeveral 


fees of the Company on the ſame occaſion. 


When we departed from the Recorder, the 
Maſter and Clerk made propoſals of ac+ 


commodation ; that they would be very 


| eaſy with me and rectify all miſtakes, but 


ſomething l muſt comply with, or the Com- 


pany was intirely ruined: I told them, it was 


my intention if poſſible to put a ſtop to their 


unjuſtifiable proceedings ; that I would not 
run the hazard of my reputation by appear- 


ing any more among them, nor would I for 


any conſideration that my friends in Treland 


ſhould know that I had ever aſſociated with 
ſuch a ſet of gentry, This (| cech being 


ſpread among my brother Builders fo in- 


flamed them, that d——n their fouls but 
they would ſpend the laſt ſhilling they had 


to ; © me out of the City, and ſend me 


to my own country; which to be ſure was 
a moſt righteous reſolution ! others more 


violent were for immediate ſatisfaction ; a 


Bricklayer ſwore d—n his blood as he 5 
knew the Corporation would ſtand by them, 
he would take me by the heels and ruff- 
.caſt the wall with my brains; brains, en 


him, ſays an old Paviour, he has none, let 
| me 


Sh 


„ 
me es him one knock with, my rammers 
and III maſh him all to pieces; let me at 


hic ſays a Carpenter, III divide him ſo 


clean with one ſtroke of my ax, that there 


ſhan't be a ſtone difference in the ſides: 
here the Grand Maſter interpaſed, and ſaid 


they were all a pack of fools; that, ſaid 


* he, would be putting him out of his mi- 

+ ſery at once; let me manage him ; there is + 
ada a certain old friend of mine, a Lawyer, 
mMho I can fee plain has as great an aver- 


1 ſion to an 1ri/hman, as. a Jew has to a 


1 Chriſtian; let me put him into his hands, 

there by G—d he will be plagued as much 
as if he was put into the Spaniſb inquiſition: 
who this Lawyer was I could never learn; 


but the affair was ſettled, and law was to 


be the puniſhment : the Maſter ſaid he 
would be 100 J. and fo the ſubſcription 
went on, every man ſubſcribing in propor- 
tion to his malice. Their next care was to 


ſeek out for an honeſt Attorney, and fixed 


upon Mr. Bambridge of London. Proceſs 
was ſerved, and ſucceeded by a Declaration 


of a hundred ninety-two ſheets ; the de- 


mand for twenty-four ſhillings. This De- 
claration I hung up in my houſe for ſeveral. 


months, that my Fellow Citizens might 


ſee what kind of Inſtrument the Fathers of 


the City provided wherewith to eorre& 


their diſobedient children; but on readin 


it fo frequently, and in ſuch a number of 
ſheets 


LF 
SEX. 
* 8 „ . N 


| 0 30 | 
ſheets finding Mayor and Aldermen fo of- 
ten mentioned in every ſheet, it fo filled my 
head that I could not ſay five words toge- 
ther on any ſubject without putting in 
Mayor or Alderman; if I went into my 
yard" to give orders for men Sr a log 
of wood, I would ſay to my foreman, here, 
Newcomb,” ſee that this Alderman be cut 
into two inch plank; if I walked with 4 
friend, and happened at a diſtance to ſee 
an old woman in a red gown, though there 
was no appearance of fur, I would fay | 
here comes Alderman Daviſon, or Alder- 
man Pembroke; or Alderman Watts, or Al- 
Alderman Kuen, or Alderman Lad, o 
Shy of them that came in my head. 4 
Yidy a very good cuſtomer of mine, ' talk- 
ing to me one day on the advanced price 
of mahogany ; Indeed Madam faid I, good 
Aldermen were never ſo ſcarce as they are 
At preſent; and having a native propenſit7 
that way, J made fo many blunders that at 
faſt I was obliged to lock up the Declara- | + 
tion; and from that day I have as much; 
freaded to open the drawer as ſome ſuper- 
ſtitious people dread to break up the ground 
where mortals have been buried who died 
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of the plague. _ OY. 
This Declaration made a great noiſe in 
be City, it being the opinion of moſt peo- 
ple that they depended more upon the 
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keosth than the-jultice of their egufes Jef 


15 
of Companies; then laid befofe me the 
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2 and Counſellors of Companies, and I know 


ſio bond of eating and drinking at free cc 
that they would rather ſend; to France 


Ren MO OE Bo om ie e 
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'# though moſt people condemned them, eyery | 
boch blamed me, as I had ſmall à mat; 
ter to contend for at ſuch a certain expengę, 


8 
N 


ee they had the Ciry money $5 play with 


A particular friend of mine who had 
about that time quitted the Corporation, ad- 


** yiſcd me in a very friendly manner to pay 


or money before they gave up the Cuſton 


. 


ite de thet. they wore. deterayigg. 
. pare as much law. as could be purchaſed 


9 


you know there are a number in 


189 


0 I. was like to ſuſtain in trade, fore 
ſays he, here a number 18 
the Corporation that are Mieder e 


* . « 
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© that there are a number of them that arę 


= 
* 


* 5 


= a ſet of furniture than have any dealing 
Mith you, for attempting to break wh 
they call fo good a Cuſtom. I, requeſt 


dhe affair, that I might take a private or 


my friend would let me know; who thoſe 
gentlemen were that were moſt ſanguine in 


> 


Fat to expoſtulate with them.; Tha 
aid he 1 dare not, for we are all ſworn. to 


* 


ſecreſy. Secreſy, Sir? Indeed we are, Tam 
and in ſo ſtrict a manner, that "the moſ} 
minute affair muſt not tranſpire from qur 
Counſels, which has often made me bite 
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my nails; for when ſome things have gains 


wy a majority, I have been aſhamed to walk 


the ſtreets for fear of being thought one of 


the number; nay I had the mortification to 
Hear ohe than in publick (who I knew 
voted againſt you) condemn the proceed- 


ings, with an intent to throw the odium 


on others; and one man a Magiſtrate (you 
may gueſs who I mean) takes this oppor- 


tunity of indulging himſelf in curſing and 


fwearing, and will frequently ſay, d n 

ou there's none of you can inform againſt 
me without perjuring yourſelves; atid if we 
reprove him for it, to make us believe he 
is a man of worth, he IIe cry 2— ds a ten 


thouſand pound man 1 do any thing. 


Well but, Sir, (faid I) 1 appoſe rs gen- 
tlemen are ſworn to juſtice as well as ſe- 


erefy, and that none of them would ſport 


fo much with an oath as to give a vote 


without being provided with a reaſon. fot 
it; and if fo, what occaſion is there for con- 
cealing their names? Why they are ſworn 
to juſtice, but I aſſure you [my friend has 
ſometimes an odd way of expreſſing him- 
ſelf] that there are ſome among them that 
neither vote, eat, or drink any thing in a 
1 way that goes againſt their fto- 


machs; and as you have a ſet of men to 


deal with, that will hear no kind of reaſon 


Mat Rands 1 in | competition with eating and 
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drinking at free coſt, I earneſtly beg as you 
have nothing but what you have earned, 
co drop this perplexing affair; for it would 
grieve me to ſee you fall a ſacrifice to ſuch 


u ſet of men. | 

My friend I knew meant me well; but 
as nothing can be more diſagreeable than 
advice againſt a determined refolution, as 
I was mounted I was reſolved to puſh on, 
though I knew I had a tireſome, long, dirty 
road to travel, not a ſoul in the City to 
bear me company, and muſt expect to be 
pelted with dirt from behind every hedge 
as I paſſed along. So on I went. 

Mr. William Chamberlain of Crane- Court, 
London, was my Attorney, who gave me 
convincing proofs of his abilities, by having 
his opinion on every part of the proceed- 
ings confirmed by ſuch Counſel as we ap- 
plied to; by the right uſe he made of my 
adverſaries blunders; by the endeavours he 
uſed to abridge inſtead of lengthening the 
proceedings: theſe with his general cha- 
racter fully convinced me that he was above 
the mean temptations of the law. The 
cauſe went on through the uſual proceed- 
ings till Auguſt 1756, when the aſſizes 


were held at Maidſtone in Kent; during 


which time I was often adviſed by my 
brother Builders to ſubmit, they being 


well affured from the Recorder that FE ſtood 


no manner of chance, and was only knock- 
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ing my head againſt a poſt ; but as my im- . 
penetrable ſkull would not receive their "7 


counſel, they by advice of their lawyers 
countermanded tryal about nine days be- 


fore the aſſizes, when it appeared to them 


(what we knew before) that there was a 
moiſt violent blunder in the Declaration, 
This cauſed ſeveral debates, whether they 
ſhould or ſhould not begin again? but as 
all the City joined with me in the laugh 


againſt them, and the worſhipful Compa- 


nies began to fall off in eſteem, d—n it, ſay 
they, we will have t'other touch at him. 
Now we had a new worſhipful Mayor, 
known by the name of Jack L-— the 
Leatherſeller, and it was requiſite to have 
conſent of the Mayor and Corporation to 


proceed again, which the Mayor, being a 


man of uncommon ſtrict juſtice would by 
no means comply with, till they gave a 
500 J. bond to indemnity the Corporation; 


„On theſe terms, Gentlemen, you may have 


Roch delivered up to you again, but other- 


wiſe I do aſſure you, as I am Mayor of the 


City, my conſcience will not permit me to 
ſee a Citizen thus abuſed.” This was a con- 
founded ſtroke on my brother Builders, who 
had now fairly got their hands in the mor- 
tar; and cauſed many a conſultation with the 


Maſters and Counſellors how to get them 


clear: in the mean time as his preſent Wor- 


ſhip talked much of juſtice before he was 
; fe elected, 
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(635 
elected, the opportunity of having ſuch an 
upright man at the head of affairs, promp- 
ted me to ſend another petition; and as I 
knew they paid little regard to my former 


ones, I again ſet forth all my paſt grie- 


vances in the plaineſt manner I was capable 


of; mentioning the many different demands 


they had made on me, and the ſeveral re- 
queſts I had made to the houſe to inquire 


into the proceedings of the Company; that 


I was unacquainted with the laſt demand 
of 24 ſhillings, till it appeared in the De- 
claration: I prayed them to ſhew my peti- 
tion to the Recorder, though I had in my 
former interview ſhewed him the ſeveral 


bills, and was almoſt confident, as he was 


Counſel in the affair, that he knew all their 
proceedings; yet on an application of this 
kind, I thought it impoſſible for the Re- 
corder of the City any further to aſſiſt in 
carrying on an affair where the intereſt of 
a Citizen was ſo deeply concerned. I muſt 
here obſerve that I mentioned to the Cor- 
poration in my petition, that the Recorder 
took half a Guinea of me, which perhaps 
was not well judged in me. 

My petition was read, and my requeſt 
was complied with; the Mayor, Alderman 
Grey, Alderman Hayward and the Town- 
Clerk went to the Recorder, where my peti- 
tion was again read; from thence Alderman 
Grey and Alderman Hayward came to my 
| E 2 houſe, 


(36) 


houſe, and informed me that the Recorder 


ſeemed much inflamed at my petition; that 
on his reading that part concerning the 
twenty-four ſhillings, he ſaid I was a lyin 

fellow, that himſelf had ſettled that ſum 
due from me to the Company, and that 
I had conſented to pay it, nor did he 
from that time expect to hear any more 
about it ; and that he thought me a mad- 
man for attempting to oppoſe ſo juſt a de- 
mand ; and ſaid, it would be good nature 
in them to endeavour to make it up be- 
tween the Company and me. There I 
grant he was right, in regard to his Clients, 
for a reconciliation muſt have been at m 

expence, and conſequently have left them in 
poſſeſſion of their former practices. As to his 
opinion concerning my underſtanding, we 


were upon very equal terms, for his main- | 


taining ſo lame a cauſe; but his charging me 
with a falſhood before Alderman Grey, Al- 
derman Hayward and the Town-Clerk, 
men whoſe opinion I had a great regard 
for, gave me more concern than all the 
abuſe I had met with, as not at that time 
expecting the opportunity which afterwards 
offered to hear him deny it before the ſame 


Gentlemen: he was well pleaſed when he 


received my half Guinea, but much pro- 
voked to find the ſhadow of it in my pe- 
tition. | 


THE 


= gs 


5 (37) 
Tux report of the Recorder's opinion 
made a great change in affairs; the Buil- 
ders, who before ſeemed ſick of the affair, 
began to revive, and Jack L— (whoſe very 
ſoul depends on the hopes of eating that 
attend his offices) being Mafter of two Com- 
panies, ran all over the town, and made 
it appear plain that I was mad; „ for, ſays 
he, the Recorder ſays ſo, and d— n me if 
I did not think ſo myſelf, but loth to men- 
tion it till I had Counſel's opinion: nay the 
caſe is plain, Gentlemen, for who but a 
madman would diſpute the juſtice of our 
Corporation :” Then his'Worſhip, who ought 


to have been the laſt man in the City on 


ſuch an occaſion, ſent for the Maſter and 
Counſellors all round one by one, and per- 
ſuaded them to ſign to the 500 J. bond; 


but when they came to the ſtake they 


ſeemed deviliſh loth to be tied; yet he 
aſſuring them there was no kind of danger, 
and proving from the Recorder's opinion 
that I was mad; by firſt engaging a few 
that were moſt willing, a precedent drew 
in the reſt, and they were all fairly bit: 


This entirely anſwered Facts ends; ſome 


of his diſobedient Members brought in 


their money for fear of a Declaration of 


192, for d——n his ſoul if any man 
that refuſed ſhould have a line leſs than 
Roch had. This bond being figned, a freſh 
order was granted for proſecution, and the 
| | whole 
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time appointed. But when we met at the 


the Chamberlain, charged him on his peril 


ſaid the Alderman, as I am Maſter and act 


in this affair againſt the opinion of the 


(33 ) 
whole pack once more ſet in full cry after 
poor Puls. 5 „ 
Wur this order was entered, Mr. CHam- 
Berlain adviſed me to apply for a fight of the 
City Charters; I made my application to 
L—&4 the Mayor, he ſent for the Town-Clerk 
and conſulted him on it; Mr. ek: ſaid it 
was a reaſonable requeſt, and ought to be 
complied with, and L— promiſed I ſhould 
ſee them, but afterwards denied them. On 
refuſing, Mr. Chamberlain obtained a rule 
of Court, which obliged the Mayor, the 
Chamberlain, and him they call the Father 
of the City, to attend and ſhew me every 
thing in their poſſeſſion, being my property 
as well as theirs. My Attorney waited on 
the Maſter of the Company, and by that 
authority demanded the Books and By-Laws 
of the Company; Alderman Daviſon pro- 
duced them, and faid he was ready to de- 
liver them up whenever they were called 
for; the dates of them were taken and a 
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Court-Hall for a general inſpection, he re- 
fuſed to produce them; Alderman Thomas 


to deliver them; and told him the conſe- 
quence of withholding them in defiance 
of an order from the King's-Bench. Sir, 


for the whole Company, I can do nothing 


Coun- 
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Boyce, Knight, 
(learned; 5 


jeſty had perſonal knowledge of him, or a 


(39) 
Counſellor we have all agreed to rely on, and 
have been adviſed by him (ſince I conſented) 


29 


not to produce them.” It 1s very ſtrange- 
that this Lawyer ſhould ſo far engage him- 
ſelf in a Corporation cauſe, as to adviſe the 


Mlaſter of the Company to withhold the 


9 By-Laws (which belonged to the City) 


from an order of the King's-Bench and the 
command of the Chamberlain. 


KinG James the Firſt, who granted our 


5 
_ . 
>. 


City a Charter, ſaid, « the Recorder ſhould 


a de a diſcreet man, in the laws of Eng- 


| & [ond ſkilful; he conſtituted the firſt him- 
ſelf and called him his well beloved John 
tin the laws of England 
Which I. imagine his Ma- 


recommendation that he was a wiſe and 
honeſt man, and ſuch as would adviſe the 
| Magiſtrates to act in every point to the ho- 
nour and intereſt of his Majeſty's ſubjects 


in this City. Methinks I would give a 
= mahogany deſk to know whether he would 
have undertaken ſuch a law ſuit between 
the Magiſtrates and a Citizen and have 


Te; das tf 
Cv. 


acted throughout the whole in the fame 


manner as 22 
= WHEN we ſearched the Records, we 
found that there had been formerly a Com- 
pany of Coblers, another of Minſtrels, and 
ſeveral others which do not exiſt, but found 
no Copy of any that are at preſent. It is 
| _ ſtrange 
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” ( 49)) | 
ſtrange that the Corporation ſhould for- 
merly ſuffer ſo many Companies to break 
up; nay even within theſe fifteen years, 
two, the Barbers and Vintners, and take 
ſach pains to oblige a ſingle man to conti- 
nue in one; but perhaps it was not cuſto- 
mary then for Aldermen to be Maſters, nor 
indeed could it be ever deſigned they ſhould, 
they being appointed Judges of diſputes be- 


- tween the Maſters and Members in all the 


By-Laws, and conſequently by no means 
proper for the office of Maſters of Com- 
nies. Ber 
The next aſſizes being held at Rocheſter, 
both parties attended, ,aagitBricts and Gui- 
cas Were delivered to Gnun fel on each ſide: 
it gave me much pleaſure to hear the Re- 
corder had his five Guineas before the mi- 


ſtake was diſcovered; for a few hours before 


trial, Mr. Greenland their deputy Attorney 


came and acquainted me that they had 


withdrawn their Record: How ſo, Mr. 


* Greenland 7” Why another d——d 
« blunder in the Declaration, and perhaps 


« Attorneys may be blamed for other peo- 
« ple's faults :” «© Well, now I ſuppoſe you 
« have done with this affair, Mr. Green- 
% anf Done with it! No, no, don't 
4 miſtake yourſelf, for our party are now 
* more inflamed than ever, I perceive plain 


“ that the more they are bit, the more 


* they'll bite; beſides to drop it now would 
| _ — « reflect 


— 


s 
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<c reflect on us Lawyers, and the wall will 


imagine we have no juſt grounds to pro- 
„ ceed on: we mult have your company to 


« Maidſtone next aſſizes, I aſſure you.” 
THis affair being over, we proceeded 
home very lovingly; but I conld perceive 


ſome alteration in the ſtate of their affairs, 
for Mr. Potter, one of the principal Buil- 
ders, who went zz a coach, came home be- 


Bind one. When I approached Canterbury, 


and turning about, I perceived my dejected 


adverſaries look juſt like the priſoners that 
were culled out from the vanquiſhed to 
grace the ovations of the antient Roman 
Generals; and: though I am of a nation in- 
tirely free from ambition, yet I could not 
help doing myſelf an honour that I was as 
juſtly intitled to as ever Julius Cœſar was; 


ſo I ordered my charioteer to drive on in 


flow and ſolemn pace, and entred the City 
in triumph before them. Their returning 


home without daring to bring on the tryal, 


cauſed ſome people to imagine that the 


Lawyers were on the ſame terms with the 
Builders that the Builders were with me. 
The Corporation inveighed moſt bitterly 
againſt the Lawyers, which in fact they 
had no right to do; for as the Lawyers are 
an antient fraternity, they have as great a 


Tight to keep up their By-Laws and Cu- 
toms, as the Corporation and Builders 
Company. Their affairs now ſtood in a 


F worſe 
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worſe ſtate than ever; a general diſlike pre- | 
vailed againſt all Companies: people now 


ſaid, Roch is certainly right; how damnably 
have we been cheated by theſe fellows | 


and ſeveral talked of ſuing the Maſters for 


the money they had paid them: This cauſed 


a diſmal conſternation amongſt them, for fear | 


of being brought to a bad reckoning. Al- 
derman Daviſon, who was Maſter of the 
Company, and who is ſince dead, had the 
general character of a good-natured honeſt 


man, nor have I ever heard that he did an 


ill office to mankind; and however ſfan- | 
— he was at firſt on an imaginary right, 

e was certainly puſhed on latterly by ſome 
deſigning Men in the Corporation; and be- 
ing a man of fortune they wanted him to 


fight their battle, well knowing that if his 
Company drop'd, theirs muſt; and by many | 


inſinuations, that I would drop it if he 
perſiſted, they prevailed with him once 
more to carry on the cauſe. | 

Next aſſizes both parties appeared at 
Matdftone ; Briefs and Guineas delivered as 


before; and having the appearance of a 


long cauſe, Lord Mansfield ordered the 
Counſel to .attend at fix in the morning, 

— Hay, Eſq; opened the cauſe in a mo- 
deſt, ſenſible, genteel manner, , but Mr. 


K—— judging his natural manner more 


to the purpoſe, acquainted the Court, that 


the Defendant was a Stranger, from a diſtant 


” mega * 


(43! 


land; and that the antient City of Canter 


bury had been honoured with many privi- 
ledges from the wiſeſt and beſt of Kings; 


and theſe Kings knowing the merit, loya 


alty, worth, and honour, and ſo forth, of 
the inhabitants, had granted them many 
Charters ; one of which they were ready to 


produce, and could prove it to be very good 
and very ſtrong; and this Stranger the De- 


fendant was refractory, and ſtood in defiance 
of the wholeſome By-Laws that were made 


under the beſt of Charters by the beſt of 


Magiſtrates; and their reaſon for carrying 
on ſuch a trifling cauſe to ſuch a length, 
was to puniſh and make an example of 


him: and fo much did he hold me in con- 


tempt for not being his countryman, that I 


imagined he intended to perſuade the Court 


that I was not intitled to common juſtice. 
I muſt confeſs I was pleaſed both with his 


looks and his language, as being confident 


they would rather influence than prejudice 


_ a Chriſtian Court in my favour; and on a 


ſurvey all round I diſcovered but one man 
preſent that had the leaſt ſemblance of a 
Jew. Luke Robinſon, Eſq; one of my Coun- 
fellors (who is a little arch in his way) 
knowing the man, and perceiving the pre- 
judice he had againſt me on account of 

country, -imagined his pride would not ſuf- 
fer him to own me in publick Court for a 
Fellow-Citizen. Sir, faid he, before you 
0 | Fa proceed 
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proceed in charging the Defendant with 

your Corporation Debt, I 'infift on your 
proving him one of your Fellow-Citizens *. 

This queſtion. had the effect juſt as he ima- 
gined, for Mr. K——'s pride could not get 
the better of ſuch a mean condeſcenſion; 
and whether he had any meaning I know 
not, but he ſtood gaping at the reſt of the 
Citizens like a There was a num- 


ber of Citizens in Court, but as they make 


it a rule to imitate the Recorder as near as 

offible, they all ſtood gaping at him as 
bo did at them; and not a ſoul of them 
would own me for a Fellow-Citizen ; at laſt 
the Cryer of the Court, perceiving I ſup- 
poſe the ſtupidity that ſeized them, called 
out three ſeveral times to the Mayor and 


- Aldermen to produce their evidence, or they 


would be nonſuited ; after which we had 
free leave of the Court to depart home in a 
peaceable manner. 

HERE the law-ſuit ended, which Þ "HY 
beginning to ending proved a tolerable good 


jobb to Mr. K—; but as there was money 


ot by it, moſt of the Citizens were pleaſed 
it fell into his hands, being ſure of having 
a ſhare of it amongſt them, as he is So 
Great a promoter of our Trade, and a re- 


markable Encourager of Arts and Sciences, 


and being Recorder of the City, ſo good a 
/ Pre- 


Buy neglect or deſign the City Book was not * 
ger me a Freeman. | 


Pu 


C87 
precedent to the neighbouring gentlemen, 
that I could venture to ſay he never ſent to 
London for a joint of meat, a loaf, or a 
pound of freſh butter! 1 
Bur the poor Corporation and Company 
could not forbear railing againſt the La- 


yers; © Our cauſe, ſaid they, is as good a 


cauſe as ever appeared before a Judge. C—e 
them, they plague us more with their By- 
Laws and Cuſtoms than we can plague 
Roch with ours ; it is all owing to their 
d—n'd confounded blunders ;” and indeed 
ſo many blunders were made, that I began to 
think it a little unnatural in me to contend 
ſo long with a ſet of worthies, who had 
given ſo many convincing proofs that they 
were my own dear countrymen. | | 

Now all Companies ſeemed to be in a 
more deplorable ſtate than ever ; and as 
there were no poſſible means to keep them 
up, but by knocking me down, the Corpo- 


ration ſtill kept clapping the Maſter on the 


back to die in his faith; but as he had ex- 


pended all the money, he called on his 
Counſellors to take up their bond, and 


likewiſe on thoſe who had ſubſcribed; but 
the devil a farthing would any of them pay 
(nor were there any that did pay during his 
life.) There was now ſo ſtrong an appear- 


ance of a law-ſuit among themſelves that 1 


ſeemed quite neglected. But two gentle- 
men, who were Maſters of Companies, did. 
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(46) 
not care it ſhould drop ſo; they once more 
got hold of the Alderman ; «© D—n me, Da- 
v/on, 1 thought you was a man of ſpirit ; 
to die thus in your work, when one more 
ſtroak will finiſh it | I'll tell you what we 
have been thinking of, you ſhall apply to 
the houſe for another order of proſecution, 


_ Fll be d—n'd if they don't grant it you; 


F have ſecured the young ones that are late- 
ty entred; and when he finds our pack con- 
ti nually ſupplied with freſh dogs, as he has 
had ſuch a hard chaſe, if he does not lie down 
when we begin to open, Tl give you leave 


to carry me to Oaten- Hill x. This pre- 


vailed fo far that freſh application was made, 
and I had notice from Alderman Bing, the 
Mayor, to attend the Court-Hall, where a 
fair hearing ſhould be given to both parties 


before an order was granted. I attended, 


and was called into a back room where 


they were all locked up to prevent witneſſes, 


which I think was a prudent precaution, 
the affair. I was not in the leaſt ſurprized 
at their partiality in- appointing a perſon to 
examine both parties, who had been Coun- 
fel and ſo ſanguine on their own fide. He 
began in his natural manner, and aſked 
me whether I would own myſelf a Mem- 


and the Recorder was appointed to examine 


ber of the Company? That, Sir, faid I, is 
not a queſtion for you to aſk, nor will I 


| 5 | « anſwer 
A place of execution. 
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« anſwer it.” On this occaſion, I ſuppoſe he 
thought a ſpeech requiſite to convince me 
that it was my duty to anſwer ſuch quet- 
tions as he was pleaſed to alk in preſence 
of the Mayor and Aldermen. Though he 
did formerly caſt a few national reflections, 
which were a little ſtinging, yet I would 
not have it imagined that I meanly bear re- 
ſentment, or conceal from the world the 
ſhining figure he made, and the noble lan- 
guage he made uſe of on this great occa- 
fron ; nor will it be in the leaſt ſurprizing to 
thoſe who know his general manner, how 
far his generous, free and eaſy temper has 
rendred him the admiration of the pub- 
flick, and how much that noble dignity he 
bears points him out for peculiar remark, 
even among the Mayor and Aidermen. He 
now ſeemed determined to exert his abili- 
ties to the utmoſt, and formed both. his 
aſpect and attitude in ſuch a commanding 
manner as cauſed a profound filence; he 
then began his oration, and. thus he faid 
verbatim, | | 
_ & You are a faucy fellow.” 
This elaborate ſpeech I returnedwith ſpi- 
rit; but, as he had the advantage of education, 
I could not match him in elegance of ſtile. 


After a few compliments were over, he de- 
fired to hear what I had to fay? I told 
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"fled him, and then we proceeded to buſi- | 
*neſs. I deſired him to recolle& the inter- 
-view I had with him at his houſe, con- | 
cerning the validity of the Builder's By- 
Law, and whether there was mention made 


at that time of any ſum of money due 
from me to them? and whether I had pro- 


miſed payment? He anſwered, No, none 


that I know of. Alderman Hayward, who 
had heard him unjuſtly affert the contrary, Ml 
aid, „Sir, did not you ſettle the ſum of 
twenty-four ſhillings due from Mr. Roch to 
the Company? No, ſaid he, to be ſure I 
did not; that I had no buſineſs with.” That 
= being ſettled ; to their great ſurprize, Þ 

drew from my pocket an exact copy of 


heir By-Law, and ſhewed them that part, 
which obliged them annually to inſpect i 


into the proceedings of the Company, to 
Hear and determine any diſputes that might 
ariſe among the Members; which they had 
always refuſed to do, notwithſtanding the 
many requeſts I had made them by peti- 
tion for that purpoſe; by which neglect 
the company and I were involved in a law- 
fuit to the expence of ſeveral hundred 
pounds. I then pointed to them the ſeve- 
ral fines, ſhewing them that ſuch Freemen 
as were to be admitted for half a crown, 
had been unjuftly impoſed on to the amount 
of thirty ſhillings ; ; by which impoſition 


many enen were deprived of the juſt 
mak - privi- 
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privilege of exerciſing their trades in ſuch 
ſmall matters as their circumſtances would 
permit. I then told them of Mr. Harriſon 
the Carpenter, a purchaſer, who on hearing 
that they again intended to proſecute me, 
had a few days before paid four pounds for 
fear of being involved in the ſame manner 
as I was; and as they knew the frauds of 
this Company appeared plain, not only to 


themſelves, but to all the City, I expreſſed 
my aſtoniſhment at their thus aſſembling ro 
maintain what oath and duty directed them 
to deſtroy. I muſt confeſs the Gentlemen 


behaved with the utmoſt modeſty, not a 
man of them attempting to defend their 
proceeding, or contradict me. The Re- 
corder turned about and aſked the Maſter, 
whether he had taken four pounds of Mr. 


Harriſon ? Yes, it has been cuſtomary. 


What, is he an Eng/iſhman ? © Sir, faid I, 
perhaps you may deem him a Foreigner, 
he was born at CHilbam about fix miles off.” 
Oh fie, Daviſon, ſaid he, let the man have 
his money returned; and as none of them 
threatened me about law, I paid what re- 
ſpect I owed and departed. 
What cauſe could induce this man to 
treat me with ſuch mean language ? Could 
he not bear the fight of a man who by 
honeſtly aſſerting his right, had marr'd his 


deſign? or could he imagine the aſcendant 


he has gained over the Mayor and Alder- 


men, 
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men, has given — ſuch a power over a 
Citizen as to command ſuch words as will 


* 


beſt anſwer his purpoſe? 

AMBITION aims at what it has no pre- 
tention to; obedience and reſpect. Vet 
thoſe men who look with fear and trem- 
bling on all above them, and with con- 


| tempt on all below them, ſeldom ſee that 


they are deſpiſed by all mankind. 

I was informed that after my departure 
it was ſettled that Mr. Harriſon ſhould have 
his money ; that an examination ſhould be 
made into the proceedings of all the Com- 
panies, and for the future they were to be 
very good and very honeſt; but it ſoon ap- 


peared that the ſeed fell on ſtony ground; 


for, on a mature reflection, they prudently 
conſidered that if Mr. Harriſon had a re- 
turn, every other Citizen would expect the 
fame, and a precedent of this kind would 
convince the Members of all Companies 
that they had been impoſed on; and the 
conſequence might be, ſuch a number of 
actions on their backs as might ſweep away 
both Money and Charter: ſo to ward off 
this blow, as they could not be more ex- 
poſed to the publick, they determined once 
more 'to practiſe on Alderman Dav? ſon, 
who had now entirely given it up. D—n 
it, Daviſon, ſaid one, we are determined, 


if poſſible, to keep up our heads in this 


affair; we don t want ä by G—d, to 
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tarry on another law-ſuit, there will be no 


occaſion for it, take my word ; but if you 
don't apply for another order of proſecution 


we cannot grant it; ſo we only: want you 


to appear in the affair, and as it has coſt 
Roch ſo much, I'll be d—n'd if I don't be- 
lieve he'll ſubmit when the order is granted. 
This point being ſettled I had notice given 


me once more to meet the Maſter at the 


Court-Hall, where the Mayor and Alder- 
men were to ſtand by and ſee fair play; in 
the mean time I waited on —— Bing, Eſq; 
then Mayor, who has the character of a 
very honeſt man. I ſhewed him the copy 
of the By-Law, and fatisfied him that the 
Mayor and Aldermen only were appointed 
Judges of all _—_— between the Mem- 
bers and the Maſter; and as every article 
was plain and eaſy, I told him, I wondered 
that they on the former interview invited 


the Recorder, who they knew was Coun- 


ſel on their fide, and whoſe behaviour ra- 
ther prevented than forwarded an exami- 


nation; and requeſted that he might not be 


invited again, and that they would order 


the Books and By-Laws of the Company 
before them, afluring him that I would in 


a few minutes clear up what they ſo many 
years had held in ſuſpence, by making it 
appear that the Company was conſiderably 
indebted to me, and hoped I ſhould have 
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On the day appointed, I attended; and 
when I entered, there appeared the Recor- 
der! I obſerved by his ſtation that the com- 
mand of the day was again given to him ; 
and being eager for the engagement, with- 
out receiving word or fignal from his ge- 
neraliſſimo, the Mayor, he began the at- 
tack. Sir, ſaid he, have you received a 
«bill lately from the Builders Company.” 
« Sir, fays I, if I have; I pay no regard 
« to it.” Then turning to the Mayor and 
Aldermen, I aſked whether the Books and 
By-Laws of the Company were preſent ? 
This was putting the match to a dangerous 

train, which he knew would blow up their 
whole magazine; to ſmother which he ha- 
ſtily cried out, - don't be pert, Sir.” fPert, 
« Sir?” «© Pray by what authority do you 
*« preſume to take ſuch a freedom with me?” 
« Withdraw,” ſaid he. Not at your re- 
« queſt; you have no authority here; I 
« came here by invitation of the Mayor, 
* and here ſhall I ſtand till ordered by him 
*« to depart.” This cauſed filence for a 
conſiderable time; at laſt one of the Al- 
dermen roſe up and ſaid, Mr. Roch, I be- 
« heve it is the ſentiments of the gentle- 
% men that you withdraw.” * Gentlemen,” 
faid I, © if you give your authority up to 
„* him, I ſhall neither regard him nor you; 
and fo withdrew, reflecting on the uncom- 
mon behaviour of theſe gentlemen, who 
| | | not 
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not ſucceeding in doing me the injury they 


deſigned in a Court of Juſtice, had thus 


invited me twice into their private cham- 
ber, to give the man who failed in the un- 
dertaking, an opportunity either to per- 
ſuade or inſult me into their meaſures. 


WHAT motive could induce this man to 
Y affront me, and deny this fair examination 
I required ? Certainly the liberties of the 


people muſt be in a dangerous fituation 


when their Governors deſpiſe their juſt ap- 


plications. _ 


 NexT General Court the Aldermen told 


the Commoners, that Roch ſaid he did not 


regard either Aldermen or Recorder; and 


that it was abſolutely neceſſary to make an 


example of him, or in time they would be 


p- d on by every body. The Commoners 
came into the - meaſures of the Aldermen, 
and it was agreed that the Builders ſhould 


again have leave to ſue me; and an order 


for that purpoſe was once more entred into 
the City Book; but Mr. Daviſon would be 
no longer their dupe ; ſo the order ſtil] re- 


mains unexecuted, a monument either of 
their honour or infamy. 


I MusT here take notice of that genero- 
fity which is natural to the better ſort of 


Citizens, many of whom on hearing of this 
laſt order of proſecution, inſiſted, that 1 


ſhould neither ſubmit to the action, nor 
tpend a ſhilling in defence of it; and I am 
„ „ confident 
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proceedings, e! Alderman Lad to pro- 


(54) 
corifident that, the ſame ſet of men will lend 
aſſiſtance to the firſt man that is attempted 
to be impoſed on in that way. 

As no proſecution was commenced againſt 
me, the Companies ſtill dwindled more and 
more; and as I had acquainted the Mem- 
bers of the Builders Company with the 
contents of the By-Law, thoſe few who 
did go paid no quarterage, and the Maſters, 
Counſellors, and a few more, who kept up 
the ſhew of a Company, were obliged on 
feaſt days to club for their dinner. 

Now young Freemen in general ventured 
to work for themſelves, and to put what 
money they had into trade; yet one un- 
common inſtance happened. I was one 
evening in the ſhop of Mr. Lane, a pur- 
chaſer, and Shoemaker by trade, when the 
officers of the Leatherſellers Company en- 
tred and threatened to proſecute him, in 
the fame kind of language the Builders had 
uſed to me. I acquainted Mr. Lane that 
he was under no obligation to pay it; that 
I had copies of moſt of their By-Laws, and 
that none of them obliged any man to en- 
ter: but he, being a timid man, ſaid he 
would rather pay 20/. than be involved in 
a law-ſuit as I was. I then adviſed him 
to petition the Corporation; he accordingly 
went with the petition, and the Mayor, 
—— Plomer, Eſq; who was averſe to ſuch 


duce | 


E 


ſame time aſſured them that he had the 
Recorder's opinion on it, and that He ſaid 
the demand on Mr. Lane was juſt and law- 
ful. The By-Law was read, and the Mayor 
and ſeveral of the Aldermen aſſured me 
that there appeared no kind of obligation 
on Mr. Lane to pay the money; notwith- 
ſtanding which, Alderman Lad, and ſeve- 
ral of the Corporation who are Members 


of the Leatherſellers Company (though the 


man ſtood there as a petitioner) bullied him 
out of his money in the Court-Hall; and 
on a doubt that I made concerning what 
Lad had ſaid of the Recorder's opinion, 
and to decide a wager that was laid on it; 


Lad went with the two Wardens of the 


Company to the Recorder, and they, who 
are men of good reputation, returned, and 
made oath before the Mayor, that the Re- 


corder ſaid the By-Law was good and of 
ſuch force and validity as would oblige Mr. 


Lane to pay 41. to the Company. 

_ ABovurT the ſame time Lad made a de- 
mand on Mr. Chalklen Clock-maker, to pay 
the like fum to the Smith's Company ; Mr. 
Chalklen requeſted to ſee the By-Law by 
which he claimed the money ; which the 
other refuſed. Mr. Chaltben then propoſed 
going with him to Counſellor Mille for his 
opinion on it, offering to pay both demand 


and opinion if the Counſellor deemed the 


demand 
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demand legal: which was rejected; yet 
notwithſtanding theſe fair propoſals, the 
other had the aſſurance to threaten a pro- 
ſecution againſt him; and told him he 
would injure himſelf in trade, as Roch had 
done, by contending: but as the Clerk of 
the Company who kept the original By- 
Law, was at that time dead, I found means 
to get it, and had at Mr. Chalk/en's expence 
the opinion of Counſellor Mills on it, who 
made it plainly appear from under his hand 
that they had no kind of demand on him 
or any one elſe: firſt, that there was no 
ſuch trade as Clockmaker in England at the 
time the By-Law was made; and ſecondly, 
that there was no obligation on the Com- 
pany. to admit but whom they pleaſed; and 
conſequently no obligation on any to enter. 
This opinion being ſhewn by Mr. Chalk/en 
to others who were in the ſame ſtate, they 
'all ſtood in open defiance. The Grocers 
Company, who were in the ſame ſtate with 
the reſt, met and propoſed a conſiderable 
ſubſcription to their ſmall remaining ſtock ; 
and endeavoured, by this kind of appear- 
ance, to fright their Members to compli- 
ance; but it was now too late; every one's 
Eyes were open, 
Tnls ſubſcription being made a jeſt of, 
they determined if poſſible to try how far 
the appearance of a law-ſuit might prevail; 
but before they proceeded in ſuch a weighty 
| * affair, 
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Affair, and having the fate of the Builders 
before them, they were determined to have. 
the advice of a Counſellor that might be 
telied on, and applied to Counſelor Mille, 
who gave his opinion, as he had done on 
the other By-Laws, that no man was ob- 


liged to pay to it; and, as great regard is 


paid to what he ſays, they gave over all 
thoughts of law, and the perſon who had 
been Maſter many years reſigned his com- 
mand, and the office was immediately filled 
up by an Alderman; but in this caſe the 


Citizens paid no more regard to an Alder- 
man, than the Frogs did to their wooden 
king. The Woollen-drapers Company, be- 


ing reduced to half their number, deter- 
mined to huſband what money remained, 
and neglected to invite the Mayor, Recorder 
and the train that uſually attended them; 


upon which F—# told Mr. B—y one of 


the principal Members, „that the Corpo- 
« ration would not ſtand by them when 


* they wanted them to frighten their diſ- 


& obedient Members ;” but he anſwered, 
« their diſobedient Members ſtood in defi- 


A 


% ance of the Corporation.” This was a 


fad ſtroke upon poor Jack, who could by 


no means ſhove himſelf in for a dinner, for 


they were determined no longer to feed a 
pack that had Joſt their ſcent: and things 


going thus againſt them in al quarters, they 
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vere now determined to try another me- 
thod; and as the old laws had no regard 
paid "Brag endeavour to make new ones. 

As Lad and Pembroke had three Compa- 
nies between them, they imagined it would 
not appear ſo well to begin with their own 
as they were Aldermen, and muſt have a 
hand in the making them; fo they tried 
once more on the Builders, who had for- 
merly been their dupes, the preſent Maſter 
being no Member of the Corporation, and 
they agreed, if he and his Counſellors 
would apply, to grant them a new By- 
Law, Omg double the quarterage that 
they had before ; on an imagination that if 
this would go down, and the Citizens could 
be perſuaded they had ſuch a power, that 
they might make new By-Laws for their 
own Companies. The Builders could have 
no objection againſt this propoſal, for they 
had lately paid off their bond to the heirs 
of Mr. Daviſon, and as there were ſeveral 
Freemen to enter, this gave them a pro- 
ſpe& of reimburſing themſelves ; but then 
there was a dangerous fiſh in the ſtream, 
this d—d Roch had tore our old net to 
ieces, and if we ſpread the new one for 
him, he will certainly break through and 
make way for all the reſt; ſo, to — all 
ſafe and found, the {tile of Cabinet-maker 

mult not be mentioned 1 in the new law. 
EvxRT 


. 


. 
"Every thing being ſettled according to 
agreement, the Mayor and Aldermen met 
in their dark or back room, and a majority 
gave conſent to this new By-Law ; but as 
it could not be compleat, 'till a general 
court gave the Commoners an opportunity 
of ſhewing their principles, by conſenting 
to have the City Seal put to it; on hearing 
of this extraordinary new By-Law, I waited 
on the higheſt Worſhip among them, well 
knowing that it could not be executed with- 
out the conſent of the Mayor. I ſtood be- 
fore him with that reſpe&t, which their 
uſage has taught me to pay to the office; 
and told him what I had heard concerning 
this extraordinary new By-Law, and that 
it was concerted unknown to the genera- 
lity of the Company: he anſwered, that 
« he was ſure I was miſtaken ; that he was 
« informed by the Maſter, that the number 
« of fifty or ſixty had conſented to it laſt 
&« quarterly meeting? Sir, faid I, “you 
* might have avoided ſuch an impoſition 
« by examining their books, which would 
« have convinced you that half that num- 
«© ber did not meet, the moſt of the mem- 
« bers being tired of the Company.” In- 
e deed, ſaid he, © you are mutaken; your 
_« ſuppoſition ariſes from the diſpute you 
c have had with them.” As I could not 
abſolutely contradict him I bowed and de- 
parted, and went directly to thirteen of the 
bi „ Members 
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(Vo) 
Members as they came in my courſe, who 
had all paid fines to the Company, and ſe- 
veral of them ſeniors who conſtantly at- 
tended; . they all told me they never had 
received a-ſummons to meet, either to make 
' a new By-Law or alter the old one; and 
the moſt of them ſaid they paid no regard 
tothe Company: with a lift of their names 
I returned to the Mayor, aſſuring him of 
what they all ſaid ; obſerving that ſuch 
practices ought not to be encouraged by 
Magiſtrates ; that if there was a new By- 
Law made, it ſhould- be by conſent of the 
people who were to be governed by it; and 
that it was cuſtomary on any particular oc- 
caſion to expreſs it in their quarterly ſum- 
mons, as on feaſt days, which are always 
mentioned; that nothing could be ſo mate- 
rial as making a new By-Law ; and as the 
Maſter was choſen by a majority of the 
Company, I thought it an extraordinary 
ſtride for him and his Counſellors to take, in 
altering, or making laws without the appro- 
bation of the Members; and that if ſuch a 
thing was requiſite, the general feaſt day 
was the proper time to make ſuch a pro- 
poſal, when the greateſt number was pre- 
ſent; and as the method they had taken 
to procure this By-Law, ſeemed rather a 
deſign in the Maſter and Counſellors to an- 
{wer ſome private end of their own, more 
than the general geod of the Company, I re- 
LS. «2. queſted 


r TIRE ET II 


T 
2 2 "- SSD — 
— 
— 


# 
77 
i 
i, 4 
1 
7 
. 
= 
s 


82 * 
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queſted to be admitted into the Hall to hear 
it read, when it was offered for the appro- 
bation of the Commoners; acquainting him 
that I thought I had a Right to ſuch ad- 
miſſion, as I had formerly paid four pounds 
to the Company by order of the Corpora- 
tion; and, if I liked the law, to be ad- 
mitted a Member: but he ſaid every thing 
was agreed on, and it might make a con- 
fuſion, and that he could not bear the leaſt: 
noiſe ; that whenever there was a noiſe in 
the houſe, he quitted it. Theſe were ſach 
ſtrong | reaſons (knowing his worthip to 


be a very delicate gentleman) that I urged; 


it no farther. F EIS „ es 
Now I was determined to ſend another 
etition ; but as I had ſent ſo many before, 
and in each had taken different methods to 
move the diſorder with which they ſeemed 
infected, I was now at as great a loſs as the 
- muſicians of Tarentum, vrho are obliged: to 
labour at ſo. many different tunes, before 


they can hit upon one that will move the 


patient to work off the envenomed bite of 
the Tarantula . I uſed no language in my 
former ones that could have given offence 
to the higheſt Court in England; indeed 1 
185 „ e oe dic 


. *Tarantala: A kind of Spider in the City of Tarentan in 


 Mhulia, whole bite is infectious, and cauſes a ſtupidity which 
dothing can cure but muſick; and the muſician is obliged 
frequently) to try ſeveral tunes, which in general art very 
briſk, before he can hit on one that will move the patient to 
dance; which (when moved) he does in ſuck a violent manner 
a: frequently carries off the diſorder. 
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did not meanly beg for what I hid a right 
wo require; for bad men take an advantage 
of ſuch application, on a ſurmiſe that the 
petitioner wants ſpirit to contend for his 


property; and when weak men are applied 
to in that manner, they imagine the peti- 
tioner has no right to his requeſt; and as 
thoſe which I had ſent before had had no 


effect, I found there was a neceſſity to alter 


my ſtile, and ſent the following. 


The petition of Thomas Roch,” 
Wurd I came to the words, right wor- 
ſhipful, my pen happened to want mend- 


ing, and while I was mending it I forgot 


them, and ſo proceeded as follows, 
MiShoweth, | 
* That a ſhort time will give the Free- 
« dom of this and every other City to 
tc thouſands of militia-men ; and that every 


« third year will ſupply us with a freſh 


«© number, which will of courſe make 

« Freedoms of little value to thoſe who are 

cc intitled to them by birth or ſervitude. 
« Your petitioner therefore begs it may 


« be conſidered, whether the exorbitant 
« fines of the By-Law now before you, in- 


„ ſtead of being an encouragement to pur- 
& chaſers, will not deter any man from the 
* folly of paying 20/. for his Freedom, 
« when ſuch numbers muſt be admitted 
without paying fines to either City or 
. 2 0 CRE 4 Com- 


: (63) 
.«« Companies. Your petitioner apprehends 
« that the granting a new By-Law is a 
« plain proof that the old one was bad, 
« and the money collected by it fraudu- 
« Jently obtained. Your petitioner indeed 


« in three ſeveral petitions acquainted you 


« that it was ſo, and pointed out the me- 
« thods by which theſe frauds. might be 
detected; but inſtead of complying with 
% your petitioner's juſt requeſt, three ſeve- 
« ral orders were given for proſecution of 
« your petitioner,, which were carried on 
« 1n ſuch an unparalleled manner againſt a 
« Fellow-Citizen, as perhaps was never 
e before heard of, and makes your peti- 
« tioner almoſt accuſe himſelf of folly in 
« any farther attempt to complain of frauds 
« and impoſitions. Thrice did this houſe 
« aſſemble at the requeſt of Alderman Da- 
1 von, Plumber, to ſupport a bad old By- 


La) 


% Law, and thrice have they fince met at 


e the requeſt of Mr. Dudi/ow, Plumber, to 
« grant a very bad new one, Strange! 
« paſſing ſtrange! that ſuch great dealers 
in lead ſhould have fo weighty an influ- 
« ence on this houſe, and your petitiones 
(though a Member of the Company) de- 
« nicd admittance by his preſent worſhip 
* the Mayor, to make his reaſonable ob- 
e jections. It is ſuch a requeſt as perhaps 


«« was never yet denied a Citizen; but per- 


* haps we never yet have had ſuch an ex- 
5 traordinary 
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en traordinary Mayor. The Mayor and Af- 
% dermen now know that it is their duty 
« annually to inſpect the By-Laws and Ac- 
counts of the Companies, and to receive 
« half the fines for the uſe of the City in 
e general, which has always been neglec- 
e ted. I do not impute this neglect to 
% ſome of the Aldermen having been Ma- 
. ſters of Companies; but by this neglect 
.* the money which ſhould have centered 
« in the publick ſtock, has taken a diffe- 
& rent courſe, and centered in the voraci- 
c ous bowels of ſome who are now per- 
c haps gnaſhing their teeth for fear of lo- 
** ſing an opportunity of employing them 
* again at the former eaſy rate. Vour pe- 
+ utioner imagines it is not in the power 
e of this houſe, to make a law which ſhall 
«« oblige every Freeman to pay a fingle ſhil- 
ling into the City Stock, be the occaſion 
* ever ſo great; he therefore prays you to 
ee be ſatisfied, by what authority you can 
* force a fingle Freeman to pay 4/. to a 
* ſubordinate body. Sue him, ſue him, 
* ſue him. Your petitioner further requeſts 
ce that you will make yourſelves acquain- 
e ted with the City Charter, and the na- 
« ture and force of By-Laws, and that you 
will inform every man when he takes up | 
« his Freedom, and puts himſelf under your 
«« protection, that he is free from the fines 
e and impofitions of Companies: ow 

% wi 
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will be. acting like juſt Magiſtrates, and 
and making them what they ought to be, 


Freemen, and prevent the ſcandalous cu- 


ſtom of frightening them out of their mo- 
ney by threats of expenſive proſecutions ; 


„ which has been the frequent practice of 
ſome, who may be within hearing of 


this my petition. Your petitioner like- 


wile deſires that you will cauſe reſtitu- 


tion to. be made to-ſuch of his Fellow- 
Citizens as yourſelves know have been 


wronged, Mr. Harriſon the Carpenter in 


particular; which fraud appeared ſo plain 
before you, that your conſciences would 
not ſuffer you to grant a third order to 


ſue me, till Mr. Hatcher and Mr. Dud- 


low promiſed to return him his money ; 


and though the promiſe was made two 


years ago, yet to the knowledge of moſt 
among you, the money ſtill remains un- 
paid, and theſe men have been encou- 
raged to apply for this new By-Law, and 
ſtood unreprimanded before you. 

« As your petitioner is conſcious to him- 
ſelf that this houſe muſt be ſenſible of 
the truth of what he has ſet forth, he is 


not under the leaſt apprehenſion of of- 


fending any honeſt man; and hopes that 
your conduct for the future will be ſuch 
as may give him cauſe to pray in ſuch a 


manner as every Citizen ought for good 


„ 4 an 
4 ? . 


Magiſtrates. 
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Tur Mayor, who peruſed it, would not 
ſuffer ſuch nonſenſe to be read in the Court- 
hall, but it was handed from one to the 
other, and though it did not work an im- 
mediate cure, yet” it ſet them all dancing 
mad; and perhaps a few ſuch tunes from a 
better hand 'might-give the diforder- a free 
perſpiration. Tack Lad ſwore if he was 
Mayor he would commit the petitioner ; 
but general opinion was, it onght to be 
burnt by a hangman ; and as ſo great an 


emulation prevails among them for offices 


of honour, for fear Lad and Pembrook ſhould 
contend for the jobb, his Worſhip put it 
into his pocket, with a deſign as I imagine, 
to do execution himſelf. Then the new 
By-Law was read, and ſeveral fine ſpeeches 
made on it, ſo regular the order, ſo beau- 
tifully ornamented and fo found, conveni- 
ent and uniform the whole ſtructure, that 
it muſt be an honour and a good eſtate to 
the Builders Company: but Aldetman Hay- 
ward, who had always looked upon theſe 
Companies as unlawful and uſeleſs burdens 
on the people, deſired it might be laid by 
till the Recorder was aſked ſome material 
queſtions concerning it ; on which he was 
informed it was all drawn up by the Recor- 
der: then there could be no doubt but it was, 
as the City Charter directs By-Laws ſhould 
be, good, honeſt, wholeſome, neceſſary and 
profitable. When I heard my old- 1 
Fan 2 


( 67 
hack a hand in it, a bleſſing on this good 
man, thinks I, what uncommon pains does 


He take to f Soak the publick |! Now they 


went on to voting, hammer and tongs, and 
ſo elated were they with ſucceſs, that ſome of 
them forgot they were ſworn to ſecreſy, and 
declared that every Alderman preſent voted 
for it * except Hayward, Bing, Plomer, and 
Harriſon; and every Commoner preſent + ex- 
cept one, and he they were confident oppoſed 
it butin jeſt. I was greatly ſurprized when 
they boaſted of bringing over Alderman Grey, 
for 5 has ſhewn ſo great a diſlike to their 
meaſures, that for many years paſt he has 
refuſed to appear on Sunday at the Cathe- 
dral Church with them; and he himſelf 
told me that he had ſpoke to ſeveral Mem- 
bers of the Company who expreſſed their 
diſlike to it, and informed me they knew 
nothing of this new By-Law ; by which 1 
imagined that he was averſe to it, ,O TH1s 
SECRET HALL | But perhaps he has an 
inclination to be a Candidate for Mayor next 
election, which cannot be without the ap- 
probation of his brethren; and if that be 
his deſign, I wiſh him the ſucceſs he merits, 
Tux Builders had gained on the Magi- 

ſtrates to give them a power over the Wheel- 


wrights, who were not in the former By- 


„ Law; 


8 * Alderman Creed never appears among them. a 
+ Mr. Smith and Mr. Parker did not attend ; Mr. Halbet 
wards Marſh were elected Commoners a few Days after- 
wards, 
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Law ; and they, on an imagination that the 
Magiſtrates had a power to lay them under 
| ſuch contributions, gave in a petition ' beg- 
ging to be excuſed from ſuch exorbitant 
fines: but their petition was no more re- 
garded than mine, for they were called into 
the Court-hall, -and told by the Mayor, 
Fack Lad and ſeveral others, that they muſt 
be tributary to the new Law; but they 
have had the advice of a friend, who has 


convinced them to the contrary. I am ſur- 


prized the Builders left out the Bakers, who 
are ſo much in the wooden way, that they 
cannot carry on buſineſs without a faggot- 


ſtack; and one of our Aldermen, a Baker, 


is remarkably nice in raiſing his faggot fa- 
brick according to order, yet I ſuppoſe he 
would grumble to be brought into the 
Builders Company. LL 
TürRE were ſeveral of the Corporation 
who knew I had given a report to the 
Mayor concerning the general diſlike the 
Members had to this new By-Law ; but he 
knowing they were ſworn to ſecreſy, ven- 


tured to tell them, that I had impoſed on 


him and given a falſe information, When 
I heard this, upon my honour I thought 
his Worſhip was to the full as free and as 
much out of the way as his nameſake the 
Recorder had been; but as he is a great 
man amongſt us, I dare not ſay, © You lie, 
“ Sir“; for we are ſworn to be obedient 4 

the 


| ( 69 ) 


the Mayor, without reſtriction; which I 


hope will never clath with our - allegiance: 


ſo to keep myſelf within bounds of obedi- 


ence, I ſent him the following letter. 
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cc Sir, 
« Alderman Grey informed me laſt night 


that you have charged me with a lie in 


regard to the information I gave you of 


what the Members of the Builders Com- 


pany ſaid concerning the new By-Law. 
When I went to you on that occaſion, 
you told me that you and the Aldermen 


had conſented to it on an information, 
that it was by deſire of the Company in 


general. I told you that you had been 
impoſed on, and that but few of the 
Company knew any thing about it. You 
anſwered, that you was ſure I was mi- 
ſtaken, and that you had been informed 
that the number of fifty or ſixty had con- 


- ſented to it laſt quarterly meeting. I 


told you that you might have prevented 
ſuch an impoſition by examining their 
Books, which would have convinced you 


that half that number did not meet, the 


moſt of them being tired of- the Com- 
pany ; but to ſatisfy your Worſhip and 
myſelf, I went to the following per- 
ſons, Mr. Browning, Mr. Buckwell, Mr. 
Tuſtian, Mr. Madget, Mr. Seath, Mr. 


Hart, Mr. John Jagger, Mr. Fohn Pi- 
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«cord, Mr. Valentine Picard, Mr. Harri. 
” ſon, Mr. Marſh, all which declared they 
“ never had a ſummons to meet on ſuch 
& an Occaſion, nor had heard an article of 


e the new By-Law read. Theſe were all 


« went to, and a liſt of their names I 
e ſhewed you, which 1 thought ſuffici- 
« ent to convince you that it was not the 
general approbation of the Company, nor 
a proper method to obtain a By-Law. 
% Now, Sir, if any of thoſe men will deny 
« what they aſſerted to me, or can prove 
« that they ſaw an article of the new By- 
&«& Law before that time, I ſhall think it 
« ſufficient to clear you; if not, I think the 
«© Mayor of the City, in vindication of his 
e Own character, ſhould prove ſome other 
6 material falſhood ſufficient to authorize 


« his Worſhip in caſting ſuch an en | 


6 in the Court-hall on 
« His humble ſervant, 
0 Thomas Roch.” 


"op 


Wurrnrx his Worſhip, as Mayor, 


thought it an honour to remain ſuſpected, 


or whether they are obliged by ſuch prac- 


tices to keep up 2 * City Charter, I know 
not; but he neither anſwered the letter nor 
in any ſhape endeavoured to clear himſelf; 
but perhaps they have a By-Law for l—g- 
Before this man was Ma yor I have often 


heard Him declare himſelf an enemy to 
Com- 
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Companies, looking on them as impoſitions, 
and declined being a precedent to ſuch 
abuſes, by abſenting himſelf many years 


from that to which he belonged; but as 


he was thrice in election without ſucceſs, 
and at laſt came in through the intereſt of 
his brethren, who expected him to be of 
their party, I ſuppoſe he thought himſelf 
obliged to e the intereſt of the publick 
to this kind of gratitude. Ent. 

' As ſo many of the principal Citizens 
have quitted the bench, they ſeldom trou- 
ble themſelves about an election, and ſeem 
unconcerned who or what 1s Mayor; which 


I wiſh was otherwiſe, when there appears 


the leaſt ballance of underftanding and prin- 
ciple in either party ; for it is generally ſeen 
that thoſe who are leaſt worthy of the of- 


' fice moſt ſtrenuouſly contend for it, and as 


thoſe kind of men herd together, they keep 
up a majority, and the property of the 

Citizens falls intirely into their hands. 
80 ſtrong an inſtance of emulation for 
this office never appeared as did between 
thoſe two Maſters of Companies who have 
been, if any difference, the moſt ſtrenuous 
in carrying on the proſecutions againſt me 
and making this new By-Law ; for they, 
even at the time when ſo many reputable 
people paid their fines, ſent drums and colours 
round this City in parties ſeveral days before 
they kgew they ſhould be in election, and the 
eo ns Citizens 
"MY 


„ 
Citizens, who were thus apprized of their 
folly, determined to make it a matter of di- 
verſion, by keeping it up, and ſpurring them 
on to the utmoſt expence; and though there 
never was ſo great a number polled on ſuch 
an occaſion, yet each of them had the few- 
eſt friends that ever was known (except 
when his preſent Worſhip was Candidate, 
who had but one vote); for they who ap- 
peared for Lad voted becauſe Pembrook 
ſhould not be Mayor, and the others, that 
Lad ſhould not; and they had ſuch an 
equal ſhare of this fort of eſteem, that the 
election, which generally was over by ten 
o'clock at night, was left undetermined at 
four in the morning, and more money of- 
fered for a ſingle vote than prudent men 
ſpend on an election: and theſe gentlemen 
are ſo proud of havirg ſuch a warm conteſt, 
that whenever they get a quantity of Cor- 
poration Liquor ſutficient to ſhew their qua- 
lifications, they cry, Ha, brother Jack, what 
a glorious heat we ran; never was there 
ſuch a tight match in this City. By G—d, 
brother Will, neck and girt till we came 
to the poſt, and then you did not beat me 
a head, for the fellows were fools that gave 


you the caſting votes. Ah, brother Tack, 


I wiſh they would put us in election again, 
I love the ſport. I am bottom, boy. III 


' 1" I. 


ſhew you that I can run two heats as well 


as one, And thus they keep bragging of 


their 


* 


(73) 

their glorious heat, without ſuſpecting they 
were whipt every inch of the ground for 
publick diverſion. 


I Hap the honour of being invited by 
dne of theſe gentlemen to a Corporation- 


entertainment; and obſerving he made 4 
much greater figure than was uſual for our 
Mayor, I took notice of his fine lac'd waiſt- 
coat. This waiſtcoat; Tom, ſays he, 
coſt me twelve guineas, I have another 


of them, both which I bought on this oc= 


caſion; for as my friends have done me 


the honour to chooſe me Mayor (clapping 
his hands on his belly) by G—d Ill ſhew 


them what it is to be Mayor of Canterbury; 
and between you and I, Tom, I believe I 
ſhall make uſe of them on another occaſion ; 


for as my inteteſt is ſo ſtrong, I intend next 


election for Members of Parliament to offer 
myſelf a Candidate; it's the honeſt man, 
Tom, that's the man for the Parliament-houſe, 


and d—n my ſ—]l if I take either a bribe 
or penſion x. I could not help ſmiling at 


my friend, 3 him incapable of any 
ſervice to provoke ach a temptation: | 
I onLy mention theſe as inſtatices of 


that vanity which is fo natural to ſuch men, 


when they get into ſuch offices, as neither 

nature nor their education deſigned them 

for; and to ſhew of what conſequence it is 

_ 15 A. 1 

* He frequently declared, when drunk, that he would offot 
himſelf as candidate. | | 
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to the City. in general to encourage fuch 


men in the purſuit of ſuch a material of- 
fice. As the election of theſe gentlemen 
came to ſo nice a point, the Recorder was 
ſent for, who produced a Latin Charter, and 
read and conſtrued it: but it appeared he 


was not the moſt excellent Mafter of that 
language; for, though the City Charter, he 


was convinced of errors by a gentleman a 
Citizen who ſtood by. As He conſtrued 
this Charter, it appeared that an Liſb Free- 
man had no right- to vote for Mayor; and 
as that was relative to the queſtion he re- 


fuſed to anſwer me in his cloſet, I took the 
opportunity of inquiring whether my vote 


ſtood good: as the Sable Contenders were then 


upon a par? He, not willing J ſuppoſe to give 


the gentleman any further trouble in ex- 


plaining his Latin, went home and brought 


an Engliſh one, perhaps of his own tranſ- 
lation. When he entred, he haſtily cried 
out, Where is that man? He then read on, 
and made it plainly appear that poor Teague 
kad no thare in the election: but Ibeing de- 
firous to know whether that Charter con- 
tained a power to abridge me of that part 
of my Freedom; he told me he would an- 
ſwer no queſtion but what the Mayor put 


to him. Moſt people thought he went home 


for the Charter on purpoſe to clear that 
point, there then appearing ſo great an oc- 


caſion 


1.75) 


-eafion for it; but he rather choſe to leave 
it to Charter's elder brother, the law. 

Ir is impoſſible for me to give a fair re- 
lation of the preſent ſtate of this our Cor- 
poration without mentioning theſe particu- 
lars; yet perhaps theſe worthy Worſhips 
may take umbrage at my making it publick.: 
bur I ſhall beg of them (if they can) ſeri- 
oufiy to.confider how they have played both 
with my property and character -in their 
fecret Hall. How often have they aid, 
with a deſign to injure me in trade, that no 
man ought to deal with or givecountenance 
to a fellow who had oppoſed the Corpota- 
tion? I ſhall likewiſe requeſt my Fellow= 
Citizens (for whoſe good this is defigned) 
to conſider what may be the conſequence 
if ever the Charters or By-Laws ſhould fall 
into the hands of a ſet of men, Who may 
claim the power of concealing them from 
the Citizens to whom they belong, and un- 


der that cover preſume to abridge them of 


their right of Freedom, and unlawfully 


collect large ſums of money. Have I not 


been treated as a common offender to the 
pw only for afferting . my right ? and 
ave not thoſe men who were {worn to pro- 


tect me, on receiving a 500 /. bond to indem 


nify themſelves, delivered me up to a mul- 

titude, and jeſtingly ſaid, the law is Fo 

to him, let him fight it out; knowing Hat 

though my cauſe was juſt, I might be "_ 
2- 
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to the ſkin between them and the Lawyers 


before I could enter a Court of Juſtice to 
gain a fair hearing? 


Ir we look but a few dk frown us 


without the City gate or within the pre- 
eincts of the Cathedral, we ſee the inha- 
bitants, who are free from this Corporation 
tyranny, buying and ſelling and dealing at 
pleaſure ; muſt not ou be a mortifying 
ſcene to men who purchaſe or ſervice 
have acquired what gt call a Freedom, 
and dare not extend their trade without 
paying ſuch intolerable taxes, or go through 
a vexatious and expenſive ſcene as I have 
done? or can any man who knows himſelf 
in a free kingdom, and has laboured under 
the unjuſt perſecution of ſuch a petty ar- 
bitrary government, pay the leaſt regard to 
the authors of ſuch abuſes? _ 


Vr, on the leaſt ſuſpicion of miſma- 


nagement in national affairs, theſe worthy 
patriots will ſhrewdly ſhake their heads, 
and cry, what a plague can become of the 
money that's raiſed ? there is certainly bad 
management at the helm. 

Worb any of thoſe men ſue for a debt 


in trade and allow it under forty ſhillings, 


and immediately after make a demand (on 


the ſame right) of 6 J. 15 5. 3 d. and not ha- 


ving that complied with, make another de- 


aye of 2 4.15. 4 d. and after that ſue for 1 7 
4*F 
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45? they c— would not, being ſenſible 
that ſuch open frauds would intirely ruin 
their credit: yet theſe gentlemen when they 
met in the Court-Hall, where they are 
ſworn to do juſtice and keep ſecreſy, not- 
withſtanding the remonſtrances that were 
laid before them, gave orders of proſecu- 


tion for each of theſe demands; and when 
they found the Citizens would no longer be 


impoſed on, not being contented with the 
injury they had done, they met privately 
to renew their abuſes on the publick, and 
tranſmit ſuch abominable By-Laws to po- 
ſterity. If the Court-Hall and the Mar- 
ket-Houſes were burnt to the ground, they 
have no power to make a By-Law which 
ſhall oblige each Citizen (though on ſuch 
an extraordinary occaſion ) to pay four 
pounds towards the rebuilding them : yet 
theſe Companies, who have no power hut 
what the Corporation has given them, pre- 
tend to Right, and levy a 2 on a Citizen 
ſeveral years after he has purchaſed his 
Freedom, if he alters or adds a different 
branch to his trade; and that for no other 
purpoſe than to be ſpent between them and 


the Corporation: theſe men can have no 


other motives for it than a mean deſign to 


cripple their neighbour in trade, and live 


at free - coſt on the publicx. How remark- 


telves 


- - — — — - — . 8 
— — 2 — dis onde — — — — hy 99, TH — 9 * — 


SE. .-. 

ſelves in watching every little occalion; and 
meanly ſolliciting for Corporation treats ! 
and how earneſtly do they ſupport the in- 


tereſt of every man in election, who, they 
think will contribute moſt to their deſires ! 


and how much do they expoſe themſelves to 
| publick ridicule, whenever ſuch an occaſion 
offers! Even in a late inſtance, when the 


Mayor (who is a man of ſobriety) refuſed 


to give them a publick treat as it happened 


on a Sunday, Judging how they would uſe 
both the day and 

met at a tavern before his houſe, and in an 
oſtentatious manner revelled and huzza'd, 
to convince the Mayor and the publick, 


that the Sabbath ſhould lay no reſtriction 


on Corporation Members: and when the 
Mayor indulged them a few nights after 
on the King's Proclamation, a Clergyman 


whom they invited, was obliged to quit 


the company on account of obſcene diſ- 
courſe and lewd ſongs, in which they join- 
ed, and encoutaged in his preſence: and, as 
F would convince the publick that I had 
not the beſt of men to contend with, theſe 
very Aldermen who have been moſt ſtre- 
nuous in maintaining thoſe Companies, and 
carrying on the proſecution againſt me, af- 
ter ſpending the night and morning in this 
manner, reeled home in fight of the pub- 
lick, to convince the world that they were 
5 regardleſs 


© 


quor; yet ſeveral of them 
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regardleſs of that reputation which ought to 


attend both their years and their offices. 
Theſe practices are ſuch bad examples to 
the lower fort, and ſuch a reflection on the 
better ſort, that every Member of the com- 
munity has a right to ſhew his reſentment. 
Muſt not any man look with horror on 

thoſe people, when he hears his children or 

ſervants ſwear or talk obſcene, and add, as 

Alderman ſuch-a-one ſays? Do not all good 
people in the world pay the higheſt regard 
to the credit of their kingdoms and Cities, 
and reſent in the higheſt degree the leaſt 
reflection that is caſt on the place of their 
nativity ? and if an innate principle of ho- 
nour makes us ſo tenacious 1n this point, 
mould not the Rulers of Cities endeavour, 
by their laws and examples, to model and 
regulate the cuſtoms and manners of the 
people, in ſuch a manner as may give them 
a juſt title to ſupport, what by nature they 


are ſo ambitious to contend for ? What 
can the officers of the army think, who 


are always invited to our rejoicing even- 
ings; and as their ſtations in lite ſpread 
them in many parts of the world, what 
report can they make concerning the gene- 
a belavious of our Citizens, when they 
have been witneſſes of ſuch ſcenes of de- 
bauchery in the Magiſtrates, who ought to 
be, and are generally deemed the beſt of the 
people? Will not the honour and uſe of our 
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- Corporation be irretrievably loſt, if by bad 


practices the -men in power ſhould e 
from that aſſembly the moſt worthy and 


wealthy of our Citizens? That animal of 


prey, the Fox, makes ſuch a ſtench about 
his dwelling, that every decent creature by 
nature, avoids his habitation. 

Hou mortifying muſt it be to the Clergy 
to ſee their good endeavours thus abuſed ! 
to be driven from the Company of Ma- 
giſtrates on an occular demonſtration that 
neither their pious precepts, good exam- 
ples, the honour and duty that are due to 
that reverend body, nor even their preſence 
(which is frequently regarded by the moſt 
abandoned) can lay the leaſt reſtriction, nor 
keep within the bounds of decency and 
ſobriety, thoſe men who are appointed 


rulers of the people]! And ſhall the Citi- | 


zens who know themſelves thus abuſed ſub- 
mit to a revival of thoſe By-Laws which 
have been the ſupport of ſo many ſcenes 
of debauchery? and tamely ſay, if we re- 


fuſe to comply with their impoſitions or 
expoſe their behaviour, they will certainly 


do us an injury in trade? Many indeed have 
faid ſo, and under that dreadful apprehen- 

fion complied with their Cuſtoms. 
YET theſe men boaſt that'their anceſtors 
made ſuch a noble ſtand againſt the Con- 
QUEROR as brought him to compliance, and 
gained ſuch Liberties as no other county 
can 


* 3 — A — 2 — 2 
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can boaſt of. Strange! then that the de- 
ſcendants of thoſe brave men ſhould ſub- 
mit to ſuch impoſitions as are not practiſed 
in any other county, and for fear of loſing 
the ſale of a few yards of cloth, a few pair 
of ſtockings, a ſet of knives, a hat or a 
cheeſe, ſhould reſign what their forefathers 
ventured both their lives and fortunes for! 

Is it not ſufficient to convince the pub- | 
lick, that this Corporation and Company 
know they have no right to ſuch demands, 
and that they are ſo tamed by the oppoſition 
I have made, that they have not even dared 
to mention the ſtile of my trade in their 
new By-Law, for fear of having it de- 
ſtroyed. Yet, though I have nothing farther 
to fear on my own account, it would give 
me the utmoſt concern if the expence and 
pains I have been at ſhould not turn to the 
advantage of my Fellow-Citizens : for after 
being ſo inhumanly treated, I fat down 
contented with the victory, and never 
ſhould have expoſed them to the world by 
proclaiming it, had they not deſpiſed the 
petitions of the Citizens, and endeavoured 
to perſuade the publick that they had a 
right to renew their impoſitions. 


A By-Law muſt have the avprobation, 
and be ſigned by the Judges of Aſſize, be- 
tore it can be put in execution, and as the 


Magiſtrates paid no regard to the petition 
* + 206 
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of the Citizens, I ſent the following letter 


to one of the Judges of the Aſſize. 


We Canterbury, 28th July 1760, 
M Lorp, mw” 7 
F AM confident your Lordſhip will not 


think this an indecent freedom, as it is 


deſigned to prevent impoſitions on his Ma- 
jeſty's ſubjects. e 


1 


It has been a cuſtom in this City (for 
many years paſt) for the Magiſtrates to 
oblige a Citizen who has purchaſed his Free- 
dom, to pay four pounds to a Company 
of the ſame trade, for toleration to follow 


his buſineſs; and if the purchaſer deals in 


ſeveral articles, he has been obliged-to. pay 
four pounds to each Company ; and as the 
Aldermen are frequently Maſters of theſe 
Companies, they have claimed a power. of 
refuſing a fight of the By-Laws to any who 


have defired to ſee them, and either the 


demand muſt be complied with or a Cor- 
poration. proſecution is commenced. 
On my diſputing a demand made by the 
Builders Company, the Corporation endea- 
voured to ſupport an action againſt me as- 


long as the law would admit, which ended 


in my favour about this time three years 


5 2 


before Fur Lordſhip : and as they could 


not maintain their action, the Citizens have 


fince refuſed to comply with ſuch demands. 
The Magiſtrates now own their old By- 


222. 


. . ts; 


remarked that it was a matter which con- 
cerned him. What his Lordſhip obſerved 


as): © . 
Laws deficient, but ſtill claim a power from 
their Charters to make new ones on the 


ſame footing ; and have lately put the City 
Seal to one deſigned for a Company of 
Builders; and if it ſucceeds intend to re- 
vive the reſt. 

There are now a number of F reemen on 
whom they intend to make their demands, 


ſeveral of whom petitioned againſt this new 


By-Law, but they were called into the 


Court, and told by the Mayor and ſeveral 


of the Aldermen that they muſt be ſubject 
and pay to it: and as I apprehend it will 
be offered at the. enſuing Aſſizes for your 
Lordſhip's ſanction, I hope your Lordſhip 
will not be offended at this information, 


from 
Your Lordſhip' 5 


Moſt obedient ſervant, 
THOMAS ROCH, 


Of Saint George's-ftreet, Canterbury. 


His Lordſhip after peruſing the letter 


gave .it to the Recorder of the City, and 


further on it, IJ am unacquainted wi 
their By-Law ſtill remains (as I in ine 
ever er will) — by the Judges,” © 
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